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OF THE 


BUREAU 


OF ARCHIVES. 


The HUlLuural,ze l1EOUGE 'Yo Ross, LL.D" &c., 


Premier of Ontãrio. 


SlR,-I haye the honour to submit to you the following Preliminary Re- 
port in connection with the recently established Bureau of Archives for the 
Province of Ontario. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ÅLEX.
NDER FRASER, 


Pru1Jincial Archivist. 


TOROXTO, 31st Df'cember, 1903. 
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REPORT 


ON 


ONTARIO ARCHIVES. 


Prefatory. 
l'he doculllent
 appertaining to the history of a country are now classed 
among its most valuable possessions. But history has assumed a new mean- 
ing ",ith the advance of civilization, and, to-day, the Records of Government, 
once the student's richest n1Ìne, share their importance with the ephemeral 
memorabilia which roncprn the life of the ppople. The historian's point of 
view has undergone a radical change. A knowledge of the social conditions 
of a nation is a first requisite to the study or 'writing of history; hence the 
high value now placed upon family papers, diaries, account hooks, etc., which 
contain the humble record'S of social and family life, This change has arisen 
l1aturally fl'om tbe gradual widening of the political suffi.'
g..." and its l'(-'.
('n011 
upon legislation. The laws reflect the public needs. and in Ul'der to leg-islate 
"\\ isely and intelligently, the social "atmo'lphore" and environment, the se- 
(pJPnees in social development, must be known. Hence also tht' 
Illro1'1::mce of 
documentary hi
tory in which a traypller's journal may rank with a political 
despatch; and tho reason why papers from private sourcps, municipal, edu- 
cational, and ecclesiastical reports and documpnta on th(' one hand, and 

:1me papt'TS on the other, are given a place among public aL'chl\'es. TLe 
01'(; is the l'aw material for the general historian, the other fOI- tLe history I)f 
ruhlic affairs, Legislation;i' the expref'sion in legal form of the hopes, am-. 
hit ions, and necessities of a people. The public archives should funl i.sh 
lli::tterial to show how political and social exigencies influence the law'S, apd 
lww in tUl'n, the laws affect the common weal. 
KIXGSFOIW; Looking forward to a time when Canadian Archives would 
recejyp fllTOWl' recog'nition at the ha.nds of the Government, King's- 
ford wrote (Arf'h. pp, 10. 11.): "It is Ilwre commonplace to point 
out that every country ad
 hut with ordinary prudcncp, and fulfils 
a Silllph
 òut
-, whpn it presprvoi' it archives ana the written. ma- 
ierials for its history. So much deppnds on the fact that history be 
hOlH'stJ.'- anrl truthfully written. 
Iu(.h of OUT ppn;;onal liherty of 
the prpsPllt time ('OIliPS from tllP I;onsidpl'ation of the past. 'Ve are 
nC\-el' so wi
e a
 when "'(' profit hy th(' teaching of pxpprience. 
Everything to bp pCl'Umllent must be slowly and grallually pro- 
ducpd. \ 'onstitutiOlu;; may 1}p granted, but they can alone obf.tln 
"hen:.nh Ílum timp and usage. They grow to maturity. H211ca "e 
J(\C;U-;('h t! (. means of studying their ac1vancPIDPnt, an1 we be.;t watch 
t he fn
 llrp by kvcwing perfectly the trials and di:fficulti
s of f'orll1l-1" 
(1.:..\ ". "\Yhen the sources of origInal Ì"n{ornla t ;on 
;11'l' 
,( (u
ihl.. tc
 all, inquiry is 
li".ndatecl 1)y it, 
and the historif'al student who has maU.'ibT tn S('C:' 
,I/ut fads. push(.s investigation into the remotest sonrf'pi'." 
[ì] 
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IhnM.""Hl.: 
\..,..; far haek as 1HS',! Doug-Ias Hrymnl'r, th... lat<:' Dominion 
Arehivist, foreshadoweù the cstahlishllH'nt of Provineial Bureaus. 
In his report for that year he says: "The po1i('
' 01 having one gen- 
PI'al c'olle{'tion of historical documl'nt
 at thp 
('at of -the Feùeral 
Gon'rument, and one special to eudl Province in each 
!)rO\"illcial Capital, is of importanl"e from vanous points 
of view. In respect to illY('stip:atioJl
 of a g'(,ll('ral 
nature, a.ll the documents shuuld be togethl'l o , claHsificù 
and accessible, so that, at the least possible expen:w, thoAP who 
desire to study the papers relating to the history of British North 
America should be able to do so without being compplh\ù to make 
long and tedious journeys in sear('h of the information w:.wt.<:'d, 
Un the other hand, the ref'ords of each Province, being in the 
possl'ssion of the Provincial Government, are availahle for the use 
of thos(' who only seek to make a special investigation. But there 
is anothpr a.nd even more important ('nd to be served, The posses- 
sion of documents in duplic'atp is a guarantp(', to a large' l'xtpnt, of 
their preservation from destruction by fire, Experipll('e. and not 
the Ipast that of Canada, shows the risk from this causc, by which 
documt'uts have been lost that can lICV{'l' h(' replaced, and it seems 
almost impossihle to coIled again th'p printed re('(;)rùs of th(' past 
history which hase thus heen destroyed. By tIH' hUTuing of the 
House of Assemhly at 
Iontreal, in 1849, tllt' whole eollpdion of 
prinh.C] and manuseript records contained in thp lihrary and depart- 
Ill(,llt
 in the huilding were swept away. It was only hy the greatest 
exprtiollS and hy appeals to the liberality of those who possessed 
c:ollections of tlw papers that sing-Ie copiel'! of many of them could 
he secured for the Parllamentarv Librarv. The destruction of the 
public huilding's at Fr<\dericton; N PW lJ;'Ullswi('k, of the Custom 
House and of the Court House at Quebec, are other install(,(,s of the 
danger to which attention is called. III respect to printed docu- 
ments the loss is very serious, but it neeù scarcply he pointed out 
that it is mu(,h more 1';0 wh('n original mall1.uwriptl'! an' ch'stroyclI of 
whi('h no l'Op
' f'xists," 
SrOPE OF THE B ()RE"-\ r , 
In assuming' the duties of my appointment, ÏIl\'ohing' tJlP e'
tahlishlllent 
of a Burpan of ..\..rchives for Ontario, the adagp !c,..di//(( 10lfe 
f'f'm('d fitting, 
and thp f p " months whicoh havp plapsed have pron,d it wisdom. I have been 
imprel'!sc>d hy the wide field, and with the variety and importance of the in- 
terests C011(><,r11Nl, and it has bpen obvious that the foundations must he 
hroadly laid in orùer that our civil, polit.ical, religious, sO('1al, and material 
history showing the full progTPss of our life' may be built upon thplll. Kor 
must genealogical data be oycrlookf'Il, for t.he history of an inùividual may 
have an important hearing' upon the ('ypnts of a community. IT SPflll Sllg-ges- 
tions have he('n found in the Syst(,HlS prevailing in Great Britain and in 
most of the Htatpl'! of the Union, as well as in t.hp col\rRf' pursupd by the Go"\'- 
ernments of Nova S('otia and Quph('(': hut most of all have I heen aided hv 
the opinions rcceiYe'd from students of Canadian history whos p accomplis}{- 
ments entitlpd HH'lll to he hpanl with respec't. 
plpdions from thpir ('01'1'('- 
Rpondence will he given in this Upport at the p1'oppr pla('p. The 
r.h('nle 
arrived at is as follows:- 


(1) Th p Bureau is NJ1.1311y relnh'd and attacllf'd to a II the GovprllIllC'nt 
Dppartmenis. and 
hall 1'('('('lYP papPI'S and clo('ullleJ)f:,; of hi..tori('al 
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intprpst, not in curren t u
c, from all bra 11(" he
 of the I) u blic Service. 
\Yhpn possihle thcse dO<"lllllcnts shall be da:;
ifil'd and calcndared 
The Bureau shall devote attention to: 
(2) The copJ'ying- and printing of important Untario recol'lls lying- in the 
Canadian Archives at Ottawa. in the 
tah' Dppartments there and 
elsewhere, 
(3) The collection of document." hasing, in tlw widest s<,nse, a hearing 
upon the political or social hisfory of Ontario, anù upon its ag-ri- 
cultural, industrial, comllleI'eial, and financial development 
(4) The collection of munieipal, school, and church records, 
(5) The collection and preservation of pamphlets, maps, charts, manu- 
scJ"Ípts, papers, regimental mu
ter rons, eh-., hearing on th(' past 
or prest'nt history of Ontario, 
(6) The collection and preservation of facts illustrative of the early set- 
tle:tllents of Ontario-pioneer ('xpprienc('-custolU
 - mode of living'- 
prices-wages-boun daries-arp:'k; cultivated-homes, etc, 
(7) The collection and preservation of correspondence-letters from and 
to sett.ler
, documpnts in privat<, hands pC'rtaining- to public and 
social affairs, etc" reports of local e'vC'ntl-; and hÜÜori(' illeidpnt
 in 
the family or public life. 
(8) The re'scuil1g' from oblivion of the Illl'Illory Ilf the pionepr 
ettIer8, 
to obtain and preserve narratives of their parly exploits, and of the 
part they took in opening up thp f'ountry for occupation, 
(9) Co-operation with thp Hrstorical 
ocidips of Ontario and soC'ieties 
kindred to them, to h('lp to consolidate and classify their work, and 
as far as practicahlt> dirt'ct lo('al p{tort on givPJl lin('ö;. 


rrHE PLA
 OF \Y ORK, 


It is propos('d to adopt the following' plan of work a
 one on \\ hieh t.he 
various Archives can be Nlsily classified and catalogued, viz.: To divide the 
bistory of Ontario until Confedpration, 18f;j', into its political ppriods, ar- 
ranging the matprial secured in chronologiC'al order, and giving each period 
a series of Reports. Thus, thp work can h. carried on in all -the divisions 
simultaneously, and when sufficient material shall hav<, aCf'ulllubtf>d in any 
one of them, it can bp utilized eitlH'r by thp publication of documents or 
calendars in the annual reports without undup delay. From Confederation 
onward, the larger quantity of material to be' <kalt with, and the probable 
absen('e of sweeping constitutional changcs to mark eras, suggest a chrono- 
log-ical rather than a political basis of di\Tision. The periods are:- 
(1) 1 76:
 To tll<' ('losp of thp :E'reJlch Reg-imp. or thl' p('riod of }'rPlwh 
Disc'overy. 


(2) 1791 To the organization of the l>roviuc(' of lJ pper Canada. 
(3) 1R41 To the Legislative F nioH of (T pppr and Lowpr CanalIa. 
(4) 18G7 To Confederation. . 
(5) 1900 To the' e'nd of t1w Xinetpputh Cpntury. 


In each of these Divisions tllf're is mud1 work to he dOllP. Ea('h ha
 its 
uwn distinctivp featurp, and t hpl'l' i..;; a hnndan('p of minor iu('idel1t. 


(1) For tlll' matC'rial hplonginp.' to the Frf'ud} Upgiuw I l)('
.!' to dirpd 
attputio)} to an extrad from a h.ttpr TroIll Liput.-Col. El'1H'st Crllik- 
"hank on page 
6, an d to 
r r, Co
'ne' s If'Hpr, page 3
 of this Report. 
They hay!' c}palt with th(' suhjpd so fully that 1 ll(::,('d not refpr to 
it fU1'ther hp1'p. px("('pt 10 
Ild. :1
 an important work. :1 Dortion of 
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the ")lemoinc' pOUl' )It'ssire :François Bigot," whidl t'ontaillS what 
seems to b<, an excellent S1.1111marv of the commercE' and condition of 
all the 'Yestern trading' posts at
 thp timE' of tlH' ('onll ue::;t. 
(2) In the period between 176:3 tu 1.91 tln' feature is the Loyalist immi- 
g'
'atioIl, with its ac.eompanj ing 
ettlement, and tlll' t'ouditions and 
ell'CUlllstant'es inf! uencing the form of g"overnmen t allopterl for 
l
 pper Canada. 
la) :From the orp;anizatión of tlU' Province to 1H-U, H('re we have the 
r('al eommCnl'ellH:'Ilt - of our Provin<'ial hi::;tor.r, the introduction of 
('olLstitutional gOH
rnment; the work of the Legislature, some of 
whose early records are lost; the outbreak of the 'Var of 1812; the 
progr('ss of settlement, and the development of municipal, eùuca- 
1 iuual, and commercial institutious; th(' re
tiYeness leading to the 
H i
ing of 180" and the concessions mad(' to Responsible Govern- 
nlPnt. 
'4") The period of Legislative 1; nioll. Immigration, settlement, and 
migration are prominent events, while the introduction of railways, 
the improvement of waterways, the ::;ettlement of maI?-Y great poli- 
tiC'al, educational, and ecdef:iastieal (11.Ie:;tions, lend to this periÓd 
unusual importance. 
(5) l
'rom Confederation onwards the period'i suggested are fruitful of 
documentary history, but at such short range it i:; unnp('('s!'ary to 
indicate the special event" of unusual interest. 
The extent and character of the documents thus collected would detcr- 
miut-' the arrangement of material for annual publication. I)robably a topical 
grouping would SPI'\ e 1Je8t, hut there f.hould 1")e no pn'lnat urp df'('il'ion arriw.J 
at in this important matter. 


LOCATI
-G 
lATERIAIJ. 


III pursuan('e (:)f this pIa n, I have madp a })("\g'iunillg hy familiariÚng 
mysl'1f with the ('haracter of the papers, de., deposit
d in the several De- 
partnwnts: with th(' conteuts of a few of the morp intpresting: and with the 
.(lfiice routine affl'ding- eOlTel'pondence, accounts. pte, The result will he 
Ïound in brief paragraphs" l'f'latillg' 10 the hrandH's of the public service 
which I havp oyprtakeIl, and whol'(, publication IH'I'(, may he useful as indi- 
("ating to the investigator where certain documputs an- to he found. 
In order to organizp the l)rovinee on a ('omprehpnsive sf'alp a It.tter has 
hcpn addressed to e, erv memher of tJi(' Legislature, ('onta inillg' a request that 
he nominatp on(' or h
'o l'olTPspondents to ('o-op('rate with mp ill his consti- 
tuency. The responsf' has heen very prompt and en(,oul'agiug', tJll- nominees 
almost without. ex("pption l'ollspntillg' to art. Th('l'(, are now lwing asked to 
Harne a eorrespmHh-nt for {'iH'J. township, and at tIll' tiuH' of writiug 11. haw' 
ag-reed to correspond witl] Hi(' Bureau, transmitting informatioll a<.; to local 
(',-('nts, locating f'olh'dions of paper:;, hooks, eÌ<"., of histori('al ,
dl1f'. awl 
kpeping the Bun'au in dirc(.t tOudl with tlH'ir ('ontUluniti('
. 
\ list of tllCsP 
eorrespolldents whl'11 murc eomph-'te will he puhlisllf'd. 
:.Mayors, Heeves, Clerks of )[ ullicipalities, ('If'rks of thl' P('.u.p, Hegis- 
11'ar
 of Dpcds, and otli('r puhlie offic<,r
 art:' h('ing ('olllmuni('ated with for 
statements of records undpl' their pare and fur eopies of int('resting docu- 
ments where such can be g-iypn. 
Secretaries of 
vnods Diol'(,sl's, and ('0l1fP1"<'11t'('S, Ch'rks of I)resbv- 
terips, stated officials 
f reli'g.'ious deuominatioll:-ò g'elwrally, anù Puhlic Scho
)l 
Inspectors are al
o being written to for information, I'('tu 1'1113 , and reports of 
which t h<,y an' cust odians. 
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Xational aud 80cial 1"oeipties and public (.luLs pUSSl':'\S information in 
their papers and minute bool,s rpgarding- the 1"etth"'meut of thpir (.ountrymen 
ill f'arh- tinH's and eOllcernin o ' the ohjects they are unitf'd in promoting. An 
effort i
 Leino" made to utilizer"'lthis '3ource for the bencfit of the pubhc. 
Interest b in local hi1"torv has been manifesÌt>d. Ly some of the "Old 
Boys' ., ..Associations whieh J{ave multiplied in recent y
ars. It is important 
that their efforts should fol1ow a ddinite plan: and the papers and surveys 
obtaÍIwd from the Durham Association thruugh the kindness of IJrofessor 
Squair. and published in this report, furnish a .Model which may profitahly 
he adopted for similar work by kindred a'3sociations. 
Thl' importance of the earJy t'olleding' of data concerning the husiness 
d...Y{.lopnH'nt of the Province has 1,c('n urged hy several corre::poudeuts, and 
ill I'ons('q uence of the representatiuIls made to me I have begun a f'olh,ctioll 
of papers, maps, pamphlets, report:.;, surveys, etc., in comH'ction with the 
vrolllotion and construction of railways and eauah in Ontario, and the 
IH'art
 co-operation promÜ.<>d h
- thosp with whom I am in communication 
:-hows a keen int('rest in thi
 linp of I'('search. In tll(' Salllf' way a lwginning- 
has hpen madt, of a collection of matf'rial rpspeding' plpptri(' railways and 
the den.Jopment of electric }>mH'r in Ontario, St<>ps lun:e aho bCf'n taken 
for the gathering' together of facts regarding the I 
IYCSTRIAL-including the 
interests of capital ::md labor-the, CO\ßIER('LAI and th(' FL.
AXCIAL institu- 
1 ion:; o! the Prm illf'(' and rendprillg' thPIll :H'('('s:Úhlt:, to the 
tudent of 
('(:onOlllH'S. 
It is knowIl that the minute booJ...s, 1'('ports, and pappr:-; of tllp Quarter 
Sessions of the Peace are rich in 10paJ history and bef'ides pont ain much that 
illustratps thp opf'ration of the genel"al law.
 But it is k]l()W11 that many of 
tlwse intertsting Lool...s and papeIS have been lost or are in priyat(' hands, so 
that few di
trids have complete collections of thpm, At the suggel'tion of 

ht' Houonrahk 
lr. Justice Garrow, OsgooJe Hall, I have begun an enquiry 
ill order to ohtnin fuller information on this suhj('ct tha.ll we nfm posspss; 
:tud,if possihle to trace and colled whatever mav bf' available. 
The foregoing has entailed a hèavy l"orrespo
ndenpe, but it is 
atisfactory 
to be able to report that not in a single easp has a letter been denied full 
,'onsideration, while almost ever;r per
on adrlrp8sed has respon<lp(L most cor- 
dially and has indicated considerable inter('st in these labours. 
....\rrangements have been made whereby a large number of llPwspapers 
wiU he repeiv('() regularly, and local biography and history clipp('d from 
llH.'lli and systema t ieall y :filed. 

H Co
federation tIlf' .pOlif'Y pursue(l, in a!'lsignillg th(' public dócu- 
ments to the Dominion and to thp l)rm-Ü1PPs, was to entrust as few as possible 
to thc- Provinpes and to retain a.s many as possibJe for the Dominion. Conse- 
quently there are large collections of Proviul"ial doeunwutr.; lying' in the Se('- 
retary of State's Department and othpr offices at Ottawa, eopies of which 
we should at least possess, failing poss<>ssion of the originals. I am in corr('- 

pOIlò.ence concerning these with the vipw of obtaining more information 
tl].an we now possess as to their extent and character. 
I have also given some attention to the completion of a list of thp docu- 
ments touching Ontario to he found in the annual palendars of the Canadian 
Arc.hives, hy Dr. Brymner, respecting the pf'riod of the French Regime, 
copIes of which it i
 intended to procure for an early report. 
A collection of the reports of the Departuwnt/Ô\ and !)ublip Institutions 
i
 being completed; the nucleus of wllat I hopp will bp a yah1ë1 111(' poJIf'dioJl 
of ol
 and new maps of Ontario haR been formed; and friends have kindly 
i'ontnbuted c
p
es of pamphlets, inter!,sting photographs of persons and 
pIapl'
, and ong"ma I papers of value; hut the forma I listing and acknowledg-- 
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ment of these must remain until next year's report, when the number will 
no doubt justify the publication of a calendar, 
Steps have been taken to provide for the safe custody uf all material 
deposited in the Bureau of Archives, and the publie are assured that papers, 
books, or other historical material which are valued for personal or family 
reasons, will, a.t least, be preserved from destruction by fire, and will be 
rpndpred useful historic>ally if transferred to the trusteeship of this Burpau. 


OF:Fl<tE
 IX 1VHICH 
\n('HI'-ES UHH
IN
\TE, 


TIlE LE<;JSL\Tl\.E. A
sl':
mLy. 


THE UIÆl{I{ OF THE HOCSE; 
The Clerk of the House has (.harg'p,- 
(1) Of the S('roll of Parliament, thp do('ulllputs hUOWIl hy that title 
bejng the notes and memoranda madp hy the Clerk o{ the routine 
prot:eedings of the House during its sessions. 
(2) The original signatures of the nwmhers of the Lpgislative Assûmbly 
subscribpcI to the Oath of Allegiance when "sworn in" as members 
of thf' 
\ssf'mbly. Thf' signatures an- writtf'n on pan.huH'llt. 
(:!) CopieR of thp Statutes in the form in whic-h they have been a8sl'nted 
to and sÜ.!'ned bv His Honour th(' Lioutenant-Goyernor. 'rhese 
('opies ar
 print
d on good paper, and after having' heen ass(>ntt'd 
to ùecomp the originals of thp Statutps in fon-p. 
(4) 1'lw original copy pf'rtaining to the COlI.mlidat<-d Statutf'!'. 
THE CLERK OF UECORns : 
Tllf' Clerk of Records rl'ceivps and fyles away, - 
(1) The mauHs('ript of an Sessional Paper
 not priutcIl. (..!. Sessional 
Paper is a return called for hy order of tlw Hou:'3e, whether printed 
or not; awl thp Reports of ÐeparÜupnts and aU hrmwhes of the 
public' sC'rvi<'l' presentf'd to the Housf'.) 
(2) The orig'inals of all Petition"A prespnteò to the Homw (these are not 
prÌnh-d). 
(;{) Thi' originals of all Bills in the form in whic>h tlwy arp presented to 
thè Housp; and cop it's of Bins as amf'IHh-a duriug' thE'lI' pa
sage 
through th
 House. . 
The orig'illal l'Opy of Sessional Papers whidl arf' priuh-d is returnpJ with 
the proof jo<h
-{-'tf' to tIll' Departm('nt, or offil'pr issuing thf' Aame. 
TUE LE(a:-;r,"\TI\"E LnWAHy. 
In thl' Lt:':.Óslatin. Library thert:' are l'Cl'ord:-;, printed or typewritten, of 
the pro(,f'edings of t.he LegislatureR of IT pper ranada, LowC'r Canada, Proy- 
ince of Canada, Dominion of Uanada, anò. tht' Pl'Ovinct:'s therC'of, from the 
instituti()J} of each of those hodies to its dissolntioll, or to thp pr(,
l'llt timp- 
{'xcept for the years hptwepll 17fJ:1 ana 1 ìDR. and for the yeal'A 1813 and 
1815-whi('h, so far as is known, are not in existenf'e. 
Tlwl'P is also 
I spt of tllf' Offi(.ial Gm:C'ttf':O; C'Xf'Ppt for Hi(' 
'par
 ],ptwN'n 
IH09 and 1H22, and for the year 1825. 
Also J)rodamations of Lowpr Canada, 1 ìfJ2 to lS:36; ÙOCUllH'uts n-Iatillg' 
tft thf' Seignorial Tenure; jUg'f'mt'uts pt clélihérations du Conseil Souverain 
de la N ouyellp l
'ranc>p, 6 Y ols.: E(lits pt Ordonnances du ConRPil d'Etat du 
nOY f"onC>P1'nant Ie Canada, 
. Tlw1'P ;l1'C' TIn rn:H111ç.:c>riT)t
 in thr- TJihr:1ry. 
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TH.t: EXEcrTlvE COl'XnL. 


Provisiun for au Executive Council for Untario is made by 13. 
, Å. 
Act, Section ü3 (See as to Ontario llevised Statutes Ontario 1897, Cap. 14.) 
The Primp :Millister is the head or Chairman of the Executive Council, 
and, as sueh, presides at the meetings thereof. The Premier and two mem. 
her
 form a quorum of Council. During the absence of the Premier, or Act- 
ÌuO' Premier four members of the Council f'onstitute a quorum thereof. All 
m
tters req
iring Executive action ar8 hroug-ht before the C
uncil upon the 
recommendation or report of the 
Iinister having the subject matter in 
{'harge. The recommenùation or I'Pport is addressed to His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council. The Reports of the Committee of Council 
an-' signed by the Premier as Chairman, and countersigned by the Clerk or 
Assistant Clerk, and are then submitted to the Lieutenant-Governor for hiR 
approval, which is indicated by his signature under the words "approved 
and ordered" endorsed on the margin thereof, anù thereafter the document 
becomes and is known a.s au Order of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor- 
in-Council. Effect is given to Onlf'rs-in-Council affecting the general public 
by the promulgamation of them in the Ontario Gazette; otherwisf' hy the trans- 
mission of copies certified by the Clerk or .:\.ssistant Clerk to the Departments 
or persons concerned. The original Orders (together with the recommenda- 
tions, reports, and papers upon which they are based), after being recorded 
by being entered ill sppcial journals, arû fyled in the vault of the Depart- 
ment and are under the custody of the Clprk and Assistant Clerk. The 
J
xecutive Council Officf' is att;\elwd to the Department of the Attorney- 
{;pneral, 


lJEl'ARTMENT OJ<' Tin: ATTORNEy-UKSER.\L. 


It \, ould appear that the ofti(:{' 01 Attorney-General existed as far back 
a
 176:3. After the cession of Canada, with all jts dependencies, by France 
to Great Britain, there was an Officer call..ed the King's Attorney-General. 
\Vhat is known as the Great Ordinance Act was passed 17th Sept., 1764, in- 
troducing into Canada all the criminal and civil law of England. This Act 
empowered the Gm'ernor to appoint all Officers npcessary for the prgper ad- 
s minist.ration of the affairs of the Province, The appointment of Attorney- 
General was then made on the recommendation of the Imperial Government 
and confirmed by t.he GoveTnor by Co
mission 1.1lHlf'r tliP Grpa t SeaL Mr. 
Ueorge Suckling was so appointed in 1764, :Mr. 
laseres in 1766. Then fol- 
lowed the Quebec Act in 1774, and the Constitutional Act in 1791. 'rhe 
latter Act divided Quebec into the two Provinces of Upper ann Lower Can- 
uda, a separate constitution and representative form of government being 
g-ranted to each. The manner of appointment of the Attornev-General for 
each Province, namely, by the Lieutenant-Governor thereof, . on behalf of 
the Crown, continued, Under the Union Act, 1840 (2 & 4 Vic., Cap. 25), 
the office of the Attorney-General became a statutory one. On the formation 
of the Ministry under the said Act, 'Villiam Henry Draper, who subse- 
quently became Chief Justice of the COUI't of Error and Appeal for Ontario, 
was the first Attorney-General for IT pper Canada. As the law now stands 
t11( Attorney-General for Ontario is a member of the Executive Council and 
appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor under the Great Seal of the Proyince-- 
R, S. O. 1897, Cap. 14 (for previous If'gislation vid{' B. N. A. Ad, sec. 134. 
R. S. U. 1817, Cap. 14, n. R. 0, 1887, Cap 13). Thp Lieutenant-Governor 
may, lJY Order-in-Cuuncil, from time to time pres(.rihe the duties of the At- 
t:Jrncy-GeneraI, and of the Departm(\nt over which he presides, and of the 
Oftif',--rs and rlf'rks undf'r him. 



14 


THE REPORT OF THE 


Xl), 48 


Inter aha, the following' lllatter
 are dealt with by the Department: 
1. 
he supervision of the A.rlministration of Criminal Justice in the Prov- 
Ince. 
2. Recommending the appointment of and advising Sheriffs, Rf'gistrars, 
.J udicial Officers, Justices 9f thE' !>eace, Coroners, Crown Attorneys, and 
Clerks of the Peace ; Notaries Public and Commissioners for taking affi- 
davits for use in Courts of Ontario. 
3. The consideration of applications for hail and attendance thereon. 
4. The consideration and argument of Crown Cases reserved. 
5. Hearing applications for the granting' of fiats 1'e Petitions of Right, Crim- 
inal information, Indictments, actions to set aside Crown Patents and 
actions to recover fiues and penalties, etc. 
6. The consideration of applications for the remission of fines and penalties. 
.. 'rIte administration of ('states of deceased persons dying without known 
relatives. 
8, Thp appointulPnt of Counsd for Ow ('on dud or Criminal business. 
9, Arranging the cir('uits and regulating the work of the official Court Re- 
porters. 
10. ThE' supervision of the Offices of Osgoode Hall in connection with the 
Supreme Court of .J udicature, 
J 1, The examination of papers in cOIlnection with the admisson and discharge 
of lunatics to and from Asylums, 
12. 'Phe consideration of legal questions ari
ing in cases coming before the 
Inspector of Prisons and Public Charities in respect of the management 
of lunatics' e-;tates and also in the preparation and revision of convey- 
ances where salps are made. 
] 3, The consideration of mattf'rs of a public nature, such 313 proposed legis- 
lation, etc, 
14, Adyising on legal questions arising' in the various Departments of the 
Pu blic Service. 
15. Drawmg- special conveyances, etc., in connection with the sale or pur- 
(.hase of property undeI' t 
lf' J}ublic ",V orks Act or otherwise. 
The follow-iug branches of the Public Service arc, at present, attached 
to the Attorney-General'R Department: 
1. Inspector or Insurance and Registrar of Loan Corporations, Inspector and 
Hegistrar 
Ir. ,Tohn Howp,rd Hunter, K,C.. appointed 1st April, 1881. 
2. Inspf'dor of Rpgistry Offices, Inspector 
fr. Donald Guthrie, K.C" ap- 
pointpd 2nd 
Iay, 1895. 
3, Neglpdpù Children's IJranch, Superintendent and Inspector .Mr, John 
.r oSf'ph Kelso, appointed 28th ,June, 1893, 
4. Provincial .\f unicipal Auditor's Branch, Auditor )11'. .J ohn Burnett Laing, 
appointed 2:
rd April, 1897. 
5. Criminal Investigation Brauch, Chief In')pector John ",Vilson 
1urray, 
appointed 1st July, 18.5. 
Inspector Joseph Edwin Rogers, appointed 1st }Iarch, 1885. Inspector 
William (;1'('('1', appointed 1st April, 1892. 
OFFICERS. or THE ATTORNEy-GENER.U.'S ÐEPARTMEST: 
Attorney-Genera.l, Hon. ,John )forison Gibson, R.C" assumed office 21st 
October, 1899, 
Deputy Attorney-General and Clerk of Executi, e Council. .J ohn Robison 
Cartwright, R.C" appointed 30th )1arch, 1889. 
Assistant CI('rk Executiye Council, James Lonsdale Capreol, K.C., ap- 
pointed lIth )Iarch, 1876, 
Law Se<,retary, Allan )Ialcolm Dymond, K.C" appointed 30th :March, 
1889. 
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A.T [ORI\EYS-{j-ENERAL SI
"CE CONI;EDETtATIOX : 
Hon, ,John SandfieJd )Iacdonald, Gth .July, IXfj7. 
Hon. 
\.dam Crooks, 20th D
cember, 1871. 
Hon. Oliver :Mowat, 25th Odober, 18.2. 
Hon. Arthur Sturgis Hardy, 14th .Tuly, 1896. 
Hon, ,Tol)n )forison nih
on, 21st Udober, 1899. 
1)).:1'(-1'1 
\.. TTOIDiEY";-C E
EI1-\L _-\,\J) ('J.EIn\:S OF E'i:E(TTI\']o; ('orxnL :--;D(CF 
CONFEDERATION: 
l
oh{-'rt Gladstone Dalton, Gth .J ulv, lR67. 
,John Galloway 
I'ott. 24th Uetob

r. 1870, 
.1 amps LOHsd

Il' Capr('ol, ...\.s
istant ('lerk, Exer utivc Council, 10th 
..\lar..h, 187G. 
Ebenezer 1!-'orsyth Bladác .T ohnston, 2nd Oc.toberi 1885. 
John HobiBon 'Cartwright, 30th )[arch, 18Rf), 
N EGI.ECTlm .
XD DEPRNDEXT Cun DREX : 
During tIH:' past fiftC'eIl YP
1J'
 tltp ('.He a lid protection of lwglected 
and deppudC'nt children has received. a good dpaJ of attC'ution in Ontario, 
and the example and good work of this Provin'-'p have been l'xtensively 
copied, not only throughout Canada, but by the United 
tates aud 
Ureat 11ritain. 
The origin of this mon'lllC'nt only g-oes hack to 188.::;. In 1886, )11', 
John ,Joseph Kelso organized the Toronto Humane SOf'iety, which es- 
pou:sed the cause of neglected children as wen as the kind treahnent of 
dumb animals. In lSt;ì, he hroug-ht into existence the Toronto l
resh 
Air Vund, and in 189], the Children's Aiel Society of Toronto. The 
Rov'al Commission appointed by the Ontario Governmput in 1
91, to 
stpdy problems of crime and pauperism, reported so strongly in favor 
r.c preventive work among' children that the Ontario Chilùren's ProtC'c- 
tion Ad was drawn up hy the Hon. ,J. )1. Gibson. and paRsed the Ou- 
tario Leg'isIature in )lay, 189:3, )Jr, Kelso being' appointed the following 
month as general superi.ntendent, a position which he has held to the 
presPllt time, The records of the office, dealing as they do with children 
many or whom become reputable and sUf'cessful citiæns in after life, 
are treated as private, and are practically inacce
sihle to the public. 


DEPART11EXT UF THE PROYIXCIAL SECRETARY, 


From the nature of the functions of this departmC'nt. records of 
ùocuments pertainng- to a variety of interests are includf'd among- its 
paper:>!. Tlic distinctive duties connected with the portfolio are: Pro- 
yincial Recretary, I}rovincial Registrar, and Regi
trar-Gpneral. 
Branche's of the service at present attached tn the Department arC': 
Public Institutions, such as Hospitals; Asylums for the Insane, Refor- 
matorips, Gaol
, Charítahle Institutions, the License Branch, the Ad- 
ministration of ,J ustif'e Accounts Branch, Provincia I TInaI'd of Health, 
etc, . 
The office of HiP Sef'retary is the medium of communif'ation. through 
Hi
 Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, between the Provincial, Do- 
minion, and Imperial Governments, and all such correspondence is 
reg-istered and copies of thf' <kspatchf'S kept. .AU commi.ssions bearing' 
the Great Seal of the Provinrp are issued by the NCf'rf'tary, and are regis- 
tf'rC'd in his offke, as are also aU appointments made by His Honour thf' 
LieutC'na nt-Go\ f'rnor-in-Coull<'il requiring the issuance of a commission, 
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Charters of Incorporation, Licenses for extra-PI'ovincial Companies 
floing business in Ontario, and 
IalTiage Licenses are issued here, and 
applications from municipalities for change of boundaries, for water 
works, electric lighting, gas supply, dc" are dealt with, 
The office receives annual returns from all Chartered and Licens(:d 
l tompanies; and collects the fl'e5 for Charters, and for Marriage License 
forms is
ued, and the moneys so received are deposited twice a week in 
the Provincial Treasury, The sum for 1903 amQunted to $120,GS6.07. 
The late_ :Mr. George Edward Lumsden, whose appointment as As- 
;clstant Secretary was dated lIth .x ov., 1880, was succeeded in that office 
un the 16th Noy" 1903, by Thomas )Iulvey, K,C. 


U.r:rICE OJ." THE REGISTRAR: 
In the vault attached to thiR office will be founù the Records of all 
Crown Lanù Patents (of lands in Untario) issued by the late ProvinceH 
()f r ppi>r Canada and Lower Canada, the parliest l'ecord being dated 
May, 1795; also, the Uecords of aU Crown Lanù Patents issued by the 
Goyernment of Ontario, and aU )fining Leases anù otllPr Deeds and 
Leases relatin
 to the Public Lands,---RecorJ8 of all Letters Patent in- 
c'oporating Joint Stock Companies, Insurance Companies, and Loan 
Companies,-Hf'f'onls of all Commissions of Public and Legal Offices, 
such as Sheriffs, Registrars, Crown Attorneys, Coroners, Magistrates, 
License Commissioners, License Inspectors, Notaries Public,-Record
 
of 1Varrants removing Lunatics from Gaòls to Asylums, Records of 
Warrants discharging Lunatics, anfl other Public Documents. )11'. 
,J ohn J!'I'(.derick Campbell U ssher W
.lS appointed Deputy Rf'gistrar 1st 
:February, 1873, haying joined thf' seryice in NoY<'mber, lR69. 


OFFICE 0...' TIlE REGISTRAR-UEKERAL: 
The vital statistic8 of thp Frovince a.re kppt by the Hegistrar-Ucn- 
pral, whose office dates from 1H69. _Frolll the organization of the Prov- 
ince until 1849 marriages were re('orded in the pal'ish and congrega- 
tional registers kept by clergymen, in the )Iinute Books of the Quarter 
Sessions of the Peace, aJ]d in the .Memorandum Books of .Justices of tht. 
Peace, In addition to this, fairly complete records of birth were made 
in the haptisma 1 re
Ôsters, and of deaths in the journals of clerg-ymen, 
who re
orded the deaths of parishioners for congregational purposes. 
Many of these old books, however, have been either lost or destroyed, 
or their disposition is not known. In 1849 provision was made in the 
.Municipal Act pnabling the municipalities to make provision by By-law" 
for the registration of births, marriages, and deaths, and advantage was 
t.aken of that statute to a very {'onsiderable extent. }'roIll the passing 
of that law in 1849 until 1874 all records of marriages in the Province 
were returned to the City and County Registrars, \\"ho became their 
official custodians, In 1869 the office of the Registrar-General was 
established and compulsory registration of births, marriages, and deaths 
introduced. Until 1874 the returns were still sent to tht-' Vounty and 
City Registrars, but since 1874 they have been 'Rent dired to the Regis- 
trar-Genera!'" office. The work of transcribÌng these returns and pre- 
serving them in proper form has heen proeeeding for Yf'ars; and the 
documents, books, and statistical papers of the office, which are ill safe 
keeping', form an invaluabll' collection of archives. 
Thp Deputy Registrar-Gf'Ileral from 1869 to 1891 was Hugh N. 
erewe; and from 1891 to tht-' pre:-,ent time, Petl
r Ht-'ndpr
un, 
I.A.. M.D. 
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PROVINCIAL BOARD OF HEALTH: 
Provision for the publi
 health in the early days gen.erally fo
lowed 
an outbreak of diseal3e and epiùemic. The first Board In OntarIO was 
formed in 1832, in consequence of the cholera sco.urge at that time, 
whch was followed by the Health Act. of 1831,. renewed year' by ;veal', 
and giving the Lieutenant-Governor-ln-Councll power to appOInt a 
Board of Health, In 1839 this Act was made permanent, but was su- 
perseded in 184:9 by a new Act, the main feature of which was the. ap- 
pointment of a Centrallloard of Health, with power to make regulatIons 
and appoint local Boards of Hevlth throughout the Province. The Cen- 
tral Board was appointed in 184Ð, 18.)4, and 1856, all cholera years. In 
1882 the Provincial Board of Health ,vas established as the first perma- 
nent Health Branch of the Civil Service. In 1884 the present Public 
Health Act was passed, making it compulsory upon municipalities to 
appoint local Boards of Health and Health Officers. Thcse Acts aa 
amended and consolidated constitute the Provincial Health Ad of to- 
day. Local Boards report monthly and annually to the Provincial Board 
of Health, and these reports disclose the health conditions ,of the Prov- 
ince, incluùing data as to sanitary improvements, water-works' systems. 
sewerage, etc., in the municipalities. Rince 1882 the Secretary of the 
Provincial Board of Health has been Peter Henderson Bryce, M.A., 
M.D, 


LIQUOR LICENSE BRANCH: 
The documentary data connecteù with the administration of the 
License Laws of Ontario are deposited in the Lif'ense Branch, from which 
office the License Commissioners anù License Inspectors are nominated. 
The revenues derived from fees, licence's, fines; transfers, etc., which con- 
stitute the license fund, are collected by this Branch. and among the 
papers are many facts of interest to the municipalities. In 1876 
fr. 
Henl'.V Totten was placed in charge, and this year he was succeeded by 
:Mr. Eudo Saunders, the present occupant. 


ADMINISTRATIO
 OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, ACCOuNTS BRANCH: 
This office is one of the oldest in the public service; the costs of 
enforcing the criminal laws having been in a large measure borne by 
the Government from the organization of the Province. "\Vhen the 
municipalities were formed they shared the cost of administering the 
laws. By 9 Vic., Chap. 58, provision was made that fees for certain 

ervices wpre to be refunded to the counties, and Auùit Boards, known 
as County Boards of Audit, were formed throug-hout the Province for the 
purpose of patJsing upon thpse accounts, their function being- to check 
accounts as between the individual and the county. Alongside of these 
Boards were the Government Boards of Audit to check accounts con- 
cerning- the county and the province. This machinpry is that now in ex- 
istence, and the accounts, having been dealt with by these Boards, are 
transmitted to this Branch, whe're the final official audit is made by the 
officer designated Inspector of Criminal Justice Accounts. This office 
also deals with other accounts which do not come before the Boards of 
Audit, such as those incurred by Sheriffs, Criers, and Constables for 
services at non-jury Courts, Clerks of Assize, local Registrars, accounts 
of J.ud
es and 
heriffs for preparing' Y oters' Lists in the unorganized 
terrItorIes and hearing appeals arising in connection with such lists: 
also with accounts for the revision of Y oters' Lists, Judges' AC'counts 
2a 
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for services in grouped counties; accounts for all legislative elections and 
those arising out of controverted election trials, and in connection with 
the system of Provincial Police. 
'1'hese accounts often disclose interesting facts; and the correspond- 
(mce and. documents connected with them sometimes throw a vivid light 
on conditions existing in certain sections of the country, particularly in 
unorganized territory, where affairs are in a preliminary stage. The 
documents are preserved in fire-proof vaults and can be easily referred 
io. The Inspector and Auditor is Mr. Eugene Alexander MacLaurin. 
whose appointment dates from 1872. 


THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


rfhe Treasurer of Ontario has been generally entrusted with severa] 
important Branches of the service in addition to the duties of his own 
Department. For instance, Agriculture was attached to the Treasury 
for many years, with the collateral branch of Immigration. The office 
is the repository of all the public accounts, wherever originating, and 
from a documentary standpoint is a treasure-house of valuable informa- 
tion. The public accounts have been described as the barometer of a 

ountry's success; and it is satisfactory to know that those of Ontario 
are well housed and reasonably secure from any danger of destruction. 
The index system adopted is simple, and no difficulty is experienced in 
tracing an entry through official routine to its source. 


Since Confederation, the Provincial Treasurers have been:- 


Hon. ..Edmund Burke Wood. ...,..16th July, 1867 
" Alexander :Mackenzie ..,....,....21st Dec., 1871 
Adam Crooks....................... ,25th Oct., 1872 
" Samuel Casey Wood............. .19th March, 1877 
u James young...." _.............,. ...2nd June, 1883 
" Alexander MacLagan Ross.,.,..2nd Nov., 1883 
" Richard Harcourt ...,.........,.,..16th Sppt" 1890 
George William Ross (Premier).17th Oct., 1899 


The Deputy Treasurer since 16th November, 1904. ha@ been .Mr 
WaIter Nicol Anderson, 


TIfF SUCCESSION DUTY OFFICE: 


This office was established as the result of the passing of the 
uc- 
cession Duty Act, 1892, which came into force on the 1st of July of that 
year. There are now kept on record affidavits made by the applicants on' 
all applications for letters probate or letters of administration in thp 
Province showing the value, as at the date of the death 
of ß deceased person,- of such person's estate with a gen- 
eral statement of the distribution thereof. These affidavits 
made were first requirpd in all cases in November, .1902. Prior 
to this time and since then also there have been required and are on filp 
papers, including copies of wills, affidavits of value, bonds and othpr 
documents which in particular cases have been furnished in order that 
the amount of succession duty payable, in cases liahle to payment, might 
he ascertained These documents al'e not generally accessible to the 
p_blic, as they relate to thp private concerns not only of deceaspt-) 111ft Qf 
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living persons. The office and 
ocume
ts are under contr?l o
 the Trea- 
surer of the Province and the SuccessIOn Duty Office, whICh IS a branch 
ø:f the Treasury Depa:tment, is in charge of the Solicitor to the Treasury. 
When the office was established Mr. Alfred McDougall, Barrister-at- 
Law was appointed the Solicitor and held l)ffice until October, 1902, 
wher: he was succeeded by Mr, Francis Ford, Barrister-at-Law, the pres- 
t)nt occupant. 


DEP.ARTMEN'I' O_I!' AGRICULTUR-E, 


The records concerning the Agriculture of the Province practically 
begin in 1846. From the organization of the Province until that year 
fairs were held in many localities and were, as a rule, well supported by 
the communities in which they were held; but it soo.n became evident 
that a system which w
)Uld produce combined effort would be advanta- 
geous, and in 1846 this idea found embodiment in the formation of the 
Provincial Agricultural Association. Fr9m it grew the Board of Agri- 
rulture and the Bureau of Agriculture, and a report issued in 1856 con- 
tained the records of the previous ten years' work. Since that year re- 
ports have been systematically issued, though nf\t one for each year, and 
material of great value is to be found in their pages, In 1869 the Agri- 
oultural and Arts Association was formed. This body gave considerable 
attention to the Mechanical Arts 'and Manufactures as well as to Agri- 
f'ulture. At Confederation the Hon. ,John Carling was Commissioner of 
Agriculture and Public Works. As the Legislature had not met to 
make appropriation for 1867, he did not appoint his departmental etaft 
until the beginning of 1868, whE:'n Professor {J-p()qr p Burkland and Mr. 
William Edwards were appointE:'d SecrE:'tariE:''S. , 
The first work of the lattE:'r was to prepare for Elubmission- to the 
Legislature the Bill to incorporatE:' the Provincial, County, and Town- 
ship Agricultural and Horticultural Associations; the Mechanice' In- 
stitutes and the Ontario Association of Mechanics' Institutes; the On- 
tario Society of Arts; the Dairy. Poultry. Fruit-Growers'. and Entomo- 
logica} SocIeties (31 Vic., Cap. XXIX). Mr. Edwards was aleo Secre- 
tary of the 
mmigration Branch froJIl 1R70 to 1873, whpn the late Mr. 
David Spence was appointed to that office. 
In 1869 and 1870, for the information of settlers, returns were ob- 
tained from al] the municipaJities of cleared and uncleared farms and 
land for sale. A return wa
 also ohtainpd of all swamp lands needing t-o 
bE:' drained. 
At this time illterf'st in terhnirai education arose, and the Depart- 
ment took up the question. The manufarturers and others interested 
were ('ommunicatE:'d with, and replieA were obtainC'd from many hnndredA 
of correspondents a.." to the ben('fìt
 that would accrue from the estab- 
lishment. of :to 
chool of Technology. It war; theI'E:'upon formed and 
housed with Dr. Wm. H. Ellis in charge, in thp huilding now occupied 
hy the Publi{1 Library. This schoo] was turned into thE:' prE:'sent S('hool ()f 
Practical Scien.re. 'V
('n the schoo] became {'ongestpd anò lar
er quar- 
tprs 
pc
ssa
y. In
ue!1hal repre
E:':r:ta
ion8 were made in favonr of placing 
the InstItutIon wIt.hIn fhE:' Junsdu'bon of th(' TT niversitv of Toronto. 
This view, however, did not prevail, and the S('hool of P;adi('al 
cience 
was otherwise established. The idE:'s of technical edu{'ation in Ontario 
is much older than thE:' beginninp- of the S('hoo] of Techno]oO'v and Me- 
chanics' Ins
itute8 were conduded in the largpr centres for Mill'any year8 
"before that tunf'>. In lR71 RtppA WPTP takpT1 to proviòE:' an Rxperirnental 
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:Farm and ..I.\gricultural CoIlege, eventuating in the establishment of the 
Agricultural CoIlege and Experimental Farm at Guelph. In 1881 the 
Report of the Ontario Agricultural Commission was issued, containing 
much interesting information respecting the townships then settled, 
The Agricultural and Arts Association continued 'as an auxiliary until 
1888, when it was taken over by the Department of Agriculture then 
formed, with the Hon. Chal'les Drury as .Minister. After the retirement 
of the Hon. John Carling, agricultural interests were attached to the 
Department of the Proyillcial rrreasurer, in ronnection with which they 
remaineù until 1888. Mr. Drury was succeeùeù in 1890 by the Hon. 
<! ohn Dryden, the present :L\Iinister. The Deputy :Minister is 
lr. Chas. 
Canniff James, ::\LA" whose appointment dates from June. 1891. 
The t" 0 most conspicuous branches unùer the immediate jurisdic- 
tion of the Department are the Bureau of Industries and the Agricul- 
tural College and Experimental Farm at Guelph. 


BUREAO OF INDUSTRIES: 
This branch was formed in ]882, and its work has been very much 
appreciated by the public. It issues statistical reports annually, dealing 
with agricultural and municipal interests. :Municipal statistics, incJud- 
ing assessment figures, population, areas assessed, taxes imposed, annual 
receipts and expenditures, assets anù liabilities, chattel mortgages, etc., 
have proved of great commercial and financial value to the public gen- 
eraIly, as well as of great importance to municipal debenture holders. 
OCl
asional1y labour statistics have been furnished, and supplements 
dealing with various labour questions, such as labour organization, 
labour legislation, strikes and lock-outs. 
In 1896 anù 1R97 supplements to the reports of the Bureau, con- 
taining original papers on municipal and agt'Ícultural !3ubjects viewed 
mainly from a statistical standpoint, and having much histûrical interest, 
were issued. 


AGRICT.:'LT{lRAL COLlEGE AND EXIJEUH1ENTAJ
 FARM: 


The experiment'll work carried on by the College is outlined in the 
official hulletins, which have an enormous free circulation among the 
farmers of the l'rovinf'e; copies are also (Jent for reference to puhlic 
libraries, mechanics' institutes, and to all agricultural arid plectoral so- 
cieties. G sual1y as many as 30,000 copies of each is'BuP are distributed, 
and in the course of a year thp numlwr of reports and buIlf)tins snmp- 
times reaches 500,000 ropies. rrhese reports and bulletins are a practical 
guide to the farmer, and are devoted to the needs of the passing- hour, 
thus furnishing a history of practical agriculture as it exists year by 
year in the Province. 


DEPARTMENT O:F CRO\VN LANDS. 


The Department containing the largest quantity of h)storical data re- 
lating to Ontario is that of the Crown Lands, It is the successor to the office 
of 
urveyor-Gener[\l, dating back to the cession of Canada. In 1764 Samuel 
HolJand was appointed for the Province of Quebec. In the same year Mr. 
HoJIand anpointed John Collins as Deputy Surveyor-General (the first), In 
1784 Mr. Holland appointef} Philip R. Frey to be one of the Deputy Sur- 
veyors in the U ppf'r Distrid of t hI" Province of Quebec, his territory l}eing- 
Niagara and Detroit. In 1788 \Villiam Chewett, Patrick :M:cNiff, .J ames and 
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Hugh McDonell, Alexander Ait
in, who were then and for some time pre- 
viously engaged as surveyors, were appointed by John tollins Deputy Sur- 
veyors to receive claims and applications for land. In the same year the five 
old Districts wC're formed, including Uaspé, surveys proceeded and the re('- 
ords of spttlement began to ac('umulate, 
At tlH; organization of the Province, David William Smith was Sur- 
vpyor-th
npral, and was succeeded by :Messrs, Chewett and Ridout conjointly 
in ]S02. "Then followed Charles Burton Wyatt and Thomas Ridout, \V. 
Chewott (acticg) and Samuel P. Hurd in 1832, John :\lacaulay 1836, Ken- 
}let.h COllneron 1840, 1'hl'mas Parke 1841, when the office was consoli(h,lcJ 
Wii I the JJepartment of Crown Lands. 
COMMls",n,'\EHs OF CROWN LANDS: 
The first Commissioner of Crown Lands was Peter Robinson, who was 
appointed by Commission dated 17th July, 1827, "Commissioner for the 
sale and management of Crown Lands in the Province of Upper Can- 
ada," and his instructions from the Lords of the Treasury were dated 
18th July, 1827. 
To the Commissioner of Crown Lands was committed the manage- 
ment and dispo
al of all public lands reported by the Surveyor-General 
to be open for sale, The purchase moneys of these lands when received 
were carried to the credit or the funds to which they belonged in distinct 
books, under the heads of Crown Lands, Clergy Reserves, Military Re- 
serves, Six .x atiolls Indians, llig Island Indians, Port Crpdit Inùians, 
Munsee 11lùians, :\lis
is:sauga IlHlians, and the 1Vyandots and other In- 
dians on the Huron Block. An account of the moneys received for 
licensps and timber dutips was likewise kept in his office. 
The Hon. Hobert Baldwin Sullivan was appointed Commissioner in 
succession to Inr. Robinson, on the 14th .July, 1836, and he held the 
office up to and subsequently to the union of the Provinces. 
The following is the list of Commis
ioners from tll(' IT nion to the 
present time, with dates of appointment: 
Hon. Robert Bald" in Sullivan, from 10th February, 1841, to 30th June, 
1841. 
John Davidson, from 23rd July, 1841, to 12th October, 1842. 
Augustin Norbert Morin, from 13th October, 1842, to 1 Hb Decem- 
bpI', 1843. 
Denis Benjamin Papineau, from 3rd September, 1844, t.o 7th De- 
cember, 1847. 
John Alexander Macdonald, from Rth December, 1847, to 10th 
Iarch 
1848. ' 
" John Harvey Price, from 11th 
Iarph, 1848, to 27th October, 1851. 
" John Rolph, 28th October, 1851, to 30th AUg'ust, 1'
53. 
" Louis Victor Sicotte, from 17th August, 1853
 to 26.h August, 1853, 
Augustin Norbert :Morin, from 31st August, 1R53 to 26th .Tanuary, 
1855. ' 
" Jo
eph Caucbon, from 27th January, 1855, to 30th April. 1857- 
EtIenne Paspal Taché, from 16th .Tune, 1857, to 24th November, 1857. 
.e Loui
 Vict?r Sicotte, 25th November, 1857, to Ist August, 1858. 
H An

Ine 
Imé Dorion, from 2nd August, 1858, to 6th August, 1858. 
PhIhp 
IH hapl 
Intthew Rcot! VanKoughnet from 7th AuO'ust 1858 
to 18th March. 1R62.' ' b" 
: G

r
p Sh('rwood, from 27th .
Iarch, 1862, to 23rd 
Iay, 1862. 
"llham 
lpDougall, from 24th May, 1R62, to 29th March, 1864. 
Ie Alexander Campbell, from :Wth 
Iarch. 1864, to 30th .J une, 1867, 
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SmCB CONFEDERATION: 
Hon. Stephen Richards, 1st July, 1867, to 25th ,July, 1811. 
U Matthew Crooks Camerou, 25th July, 1871, to 21st December, 1871. 
Richard Wil1ialll Seott. 21
t December. 1871. to 30th November, 
1873. 
Timothy Blair j)ardel-', 41h December. 1873, to 19th January, 1889. 
Arthur Sturgis Hardy, 19th .Tanuary, 1R89, to 14th .Tuly, 1896. 
" John Morison Gibson, 21st July, 1896, to October, 1899. 
If Elihu James Davis, 21st October, 189
; still holds office. 
THE ASSISTANT CO"MMISSIO
ERS DURING THE 
A:ME !)ERIOD HAVE BEEN: 
Tancred Bouthillier, 19th August. 1841, to 30th April, 1850. 
Andrew ßusseIl, IHth ,July, 1857, to 20th August, 1869. 
Thomas Hall .J ohnsoll, 21st August.o 1869, to 8th January, 1887. 
Aubrey White, 1st February, 188.; still holds office. 
The Commission of Crown Lands has control of the sale or manage- 
ment of Crown, Cll'rgy. School. Free Grant, and Mining Lands, the Bale of 
timber berths, issuing licenses to cut timber, eollecting timber dues, ground 
rents, etc. Atta(;hed to the Department al'e the Surveys Branch, the Patents 
OHìce, the BL(eau "f Mines, the Bureau of Colonization and Immigration, 
and the Bureau or Fmoeetr:ç, 
SURVEYS BRANCH: 
1'hp material of historical interest in this Branch is exceedingly 
varied and exceedingly valuab}e. Here are to be found the records of 
the surveys of the Province; the original maps, field notes, and diaries 
relating to the survey of all th-e Townships of the Province, dating back 
to 1784, and reports of all the explorations made within the limits of the 
Province since that date; reports showing the planning out and surveys 
of the old military roads, such as Dundas Street, Y onge Street, the 
Penetanguishene and Kingston Road"!, and the papers in connection 
with the surveys of the Talbot Road, the Huron Road, the Garafraxa 
Road, the Toronto and Sydenham Road (OweI! Sound). There is much 
valuahle information in the notes concerning these pioneer roads. This 
Branch also contains plans of all the old Indian Reserves of the Prov- 
ince and reports indicating the condition of the Indian Settlements on 
these reserves; also of the ordnance surveys in the Province pertaining 
to land grants to old settlers; plans of the military reserves and plans 
.hewing the location and groundwork of the early forts. Besides these 
there are tho original surveys of all the lands acquired by the Canada 
Company and of those granted to King's Co1lege. A co1lection of much 
importance is that embracing the diaries or journals of David 1'hompRon, 
the Astrono_mer Royal, covering a period of 66 years, from 1784 to 1850, 
and making about fifty volumes. Thompson's famous map showing the 
continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific. and from a little south of the 
Great Lakes to Hudson's Bay, is carefully preserved in thp collection. 
Thompson's journals and map have furnished interesting material to 
iIltudents of our parly history, They havC' bpf'n uSf'd by .Mr. Coues in his 
work entitled "New Light on the Great. North-West," and have been 
found useful in connection with the editions of Henry's and Thompson's 
JournaL Competent authorities regard Thompson's work as most valu- 
able to the State, especially in the fixing of hounùary lines; hut of littlQ 
less importance are the field notes and diarips of many of the early sur- 
veyors, Hot merely for topographical reasons but on account of the jß- 
tailed information given, 
r['
le Dirpctor of Surveys is Mr. Of-orgot' Hrownh
y Kirl
patrj('k. 
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)TTS BRANCH: Chief Clerk, Lieut.-Co!. Charles Stephen Jones. 
Deposited in this Branch are many valuable and interesting docu- 
ments, including the United Empire Loyalists' lists, the Records of 
Land Grants to Immigrants, to Discharged Soldiers, and the Militia 
Grants of warrants to discharged troops, to United Empire Loyalists, 
Volumes of Land Board Certificates, returns of Locations compiled for 
the" Quartermaster-General, Fiat and Warrant Books, Domesday Books, 
containing original entries of every lot that is patented, and extênding 
to twenty-six large volumes; Descriptions and terms or references on 
which patents and leases are issued; .Patents for Crown Lands, Mining 
Lands, Free Grant Lands, and 
lining Leases. There are also a series 
of 
laps of the Townships of the Province as surveyed, which have this 
advantage over those in the Surveys Branch, that the names of the orig- 
inal holders and settlers are entered on each lot or block of land. These 
maps shew the grant made to King's College and the lands allotted to 
the Canada Land Company. The historical value of these records is in- 
estimable, for without them the settlement of the Province could not 
be traced or shewn. 


::"J.EAü OF 
-1I
E'3 : 


'fhe Bureau of :Mines was established in connection with the De- 
partment of Crown Lands in the year 1891, by Chap. 8 of the Ontario 
Statutes of that year. The object, as declared in the Act, was to l'aid 
in the promoting of the mining- interests of the Province," and it was 
provided that the head of the Bureau should be known as the Director of 
the Bureau of 
1ines and should act under the direction of the Commis- 
Bioner of Crown Lands. No doubt the action of the Legislature in creat- 
ing the Bureau of :Mines was due to a recommendation by the Royal 
Commission on the :Mineral Resources of Ontario in its report published 
in 1890. which gave a complete account of the progress made by the 
mining industry in Ontario to that date, and made a number of sugges- 
tions with a view of promoting the welfare of the industry and the de- 
velopment of the Province's mineral wealth. 
The following extract from the introduction to the Eleventh Report 
of the Bureau of :1lines will convey an idea of the methods adopted by 
which its energies are employed: 
uNo formal plan of operations was outlined for the Bureau by the 
Legislature, which left means and methods to the di'3cretion of the head 
of the Department and of the Bureau for the time being; but the effort 
has been to make the work of the Bureau as practical and useful for 
economic ends as possible. 
"Doubtless the Bureau's principal function is the collection and 
publication of information which win be of service to those <Jctually en- 
gaged in the busine
s of mining' as prospectors, miners, or mine ownl-'rs, 
as well as to promoters and capitalists looking for opportunities of in- 
teresting and investing money in the development of the Province's 
minera.l resources. Such information pmbraces a very wide range of 
8ubjeds, but at its foundation lies a knowledge of the geology and min- 
f'ralogy of the Provincc, without which any attempt to exploit and de- 
velop the mineral wealth of the country would be mere groping in the 
dark. This knowledge can only be obtained at first hand by actual w!)rk 
íh the field. and as a matter of fact there is much of the geology of the 
Province which is yet unknown or known only in the most general way. 
Th(' neologiC'al Survey of Canarla has the whol{' of the Dominion under 
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its care, and though probably a fair share of attention haas been devoted 
in Ontario, then> are yet extensive districts in the Province whose ropk 
formations have not been studied even in the most superficial manner. 
The t3urveying expeùition
 sent into .Northern Ontario in 1900 by the 
Goyernment of the Province made us somewhat more familiar with the 
outcropping rocks north of the Canadian Pa('ific Railway, but from the 
naturf' of things the expeùitions" returnpù with much more information 
respecting the timber and agricultural capabilities of the soil than of 
the geology of the region, or of the existence of valuable minerals. In- 
deed, in the limited time at the disposal of the parties, it was not to be 
expected that search for mineral deposits woulù be made. 
"Nevertheless, the labours of the Geological Survey and the Bureau 
of 
Jines have resulted in accunlulating a considerable body of useful 
knowledge respecting- the geological phenomena of the more readily ac- 
cessible portions of the Province, and in various districts the way has 
been cleared for more detailed examination and the tracing out of min- 
eral-bearing formations or known mineral belts. A numher of such dis- 
tricts have been visiteù and explored by competent geologists on behalf 
of the Bureau; ('haraderistic occurrences of ore have bC'en stuJif'd and 
df'scribed; geological and mineralogical conditions favorable to the f'X- 
istence of ore bodies have been carefully noted; geolo
'ically colored 
maps of mineral regions have he en pnpared and" published, and much 
other information acquired of a kind likely to aid the prospector in his 
search for mineral veins or deposits, or in other ways calculated to be of 
use in the mining- industry, especially in its early stages. The results 
of these labours have been given to the public from Jear to year in the 
Reports of the Bureau, for which there has been a steady and active de- 
mand, not only in Ontario, but throughout the whole of Canada, from 
Great Britain, and from the United States and other foreign countries. 
These Reports, too, havA given the yparly statistics of the mineral out- 
put of the l)rovince, by means of which the development of the industry 
or of any branch of it can be traced. For several years past, figures 
showing the quarterly output of the metalliferous mines and works of the 
Province have also, in accordance with the .JIines A.ct, been coHeded 
and given to the public. 
"TIle field of thf' Bureau's operation is very far from being f'X- 
hausted; on thp contrary, opportuniti
s to extend its work increase and 
multiply with the general development of the Province. The opening up 
of Northern Ontario is a question deeply occupying the public mind, 
and the settling upon the waste lands of thp Crown of a hardy and pro- 
ductive population is a prime necessity if Ontario is to keep in step with 
th0 pro;rress of the continent or maintain her prp-eminpnce among the 
confederated Provinccs of the Dominion. That there is a grçat minp-ra 1 
wealth in thc northern and wpstprn portions of Ontario ('àn no longer be 
doubtpd, and upon its utilization in the near future must to some extent 
depend the speedy development o
 thesp districts, espcf'ially whpre the 
land is not well adapted for agriculture, 
"But it is not in Northern Ontario only that thpre is scopc for the 
best energ-ies of the Bureau. Thf' palæozoiC' ro('ks of the south-wpstern 
peninsula differ g-reatIy from the Huronian formations of the north aDd 
north-west portions of thp Pro
-inpe in thp character of the economic 
minerals whi('h they contain; but the pf'troleum and gas w(\lh
, the salt 
and gypsum hpds, thp limestone and .sandstone quarries afforded by the 
Rilurian aIld Devonian formations of qettle(l Ontario, as we)] as the bf'ds 
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of marl and clay, thp banks of sand and gravel, and the peat bogs over- 
lying them, are not less important and useful in their ways than are the 
iron, copper, nickel, gold and silver found in the older rocks of the east, 
north, and west. )lore or less data with regard to the non-metallic de- 
posits of the palæozoic formations exi
t in the Reports of ihe Geological 

urvey, of the Bureau itself, and elsewhere but it is fragment<lry and 
spattpred through many volumes and hence is diHicult of access to the 
ordinary enquirer, There is need of the overhauling of the information 
already on record, a:; well as of fresh investigations in the field, the 
amount of original work done since the days of Logan, :Murray and Hunt, 
now about forty years ago, having been but small." 
The Bureau of Mines has two diamond drills whieh it places at the 
sprvicp of those requiring their services to explore mineral deposits, to- 
gether with the skil1ed help necessary to operate them. Inspecton of the 
working mines of the Province is also part of the Bureau's duties, 
The first Director of the Bureau of Mines was ,Mr. Archibald Blue, 
who previous to his appointment was Deputy 'Minister of Agriculture, 
and had also Leen Secretary to the Uoyal Commission on th(' :Mineral 
R.esource:;; of Ontario mentioned above. 
lr. Blue was appointed on the 
5th day of )lareh, 1891, and remained in that position until the 31st 
.July, l!WO. He was succeeded by 1\11', Thomas 'Villiam Gihson, who 
who had previously been Secretary to the Bureau since shortly after the 
date of its establishment. In addition to 
Ir. Gibson, the following are 
the officers of the Bureau of .!\Iines: "\Yilliam Edward Hall Carter, SeF- 
retary and Inspector of )lines; Jlr. 'Villet G. :Mil1cr, Provincial 
Geologist and Inspector of l\lines. Mr Davd Griffith Boyd occupied t.he 
po"sition of In8pector for the Michipicoten 
Iining Division for some 
years previous to the 31st December, 1903, when h(' was transff'rred to 
the Surveys Branch of the Crown Lands Department. 
The publications of the Bureau of ,Mines consist of twelve annual 
volumes, one for each year sinc(. its establishnwnt: Bul1etin No.1, on 
the Gold Fields of 'Vestern Ontario; Bulletin No, 2, Anthracitic Carbon 
or Anthraxolitf'; Bulletin No, :3, ,}'lichipipoten Mining- Division; Bul- 
letin K o. 4, Output of :Uinerals in Ontario, 1901; Bulletin No. !), Peat 
Fuel, its }'lanufacture and Use; and 
lanual of Explosives, HJOO. uther 
publipations consist of Regulations respecting- Mining- Divisions, Heg- 
ulatio
 ?'e the staking out of Mining Locations in unsurveyed territory; 
The 
l ines Act; Reulations re Control and 'V orkillg of the Cùvernmcnt 
Diamond Drills; Regulations to govern the Payments out of the iron 
Mining l?und; Regulations respecting Corundum-bearing lands; Cata- 
logue of the Ontario Mineral Exhihit at the Pan-American Expmáton at 
Buffalo, 1901, etc. 
The documents filed wth the Bureau of 
lines consi
t, in the main. 
of lette:r:s and communications addressed to it concerning matters under 
its pharge. j1'or the most part the papers dealing with mining lands are 
kept in the vaults of the Department of Crown Lands, anù so aho with 
t.he plans of the townships and other surveys requir. d to be consulted 
in tho course of the Bureau's \\-ork. Letter books containing copies uf the 
If'tters sent out from the Bureau and oth('r books of rcr.ord, such as books 
pontaining- copies of Orders-in-Council affecting- matter:'! und('r thp charg'f' 
of the Bureau, the registration of claims staked out in mining divisions 
and in unsurveyed territory, eic" foI'Iu p.trt of its working mtt.{;('riaI. 
A number of maps, mostly geologically colored, have been issueù frulli 
tin 1 (' to time of the mineral dif'tricts of the Province, but thesp are ehi('flv 
im.ludp(l in lh(. 
\ll1uml TIpporb:. ant] :>1'(' to hp founcl along """ith thc
. 
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Collections of minerals and samples are made representative of the var- 
ious portions of the Province, and these are kept on hand in cases for 
exhibition or are displayed at fairs or exhibitions when occasion requires. 
!iVRRAU OF FOUESTRY: 
'fhe Ontario Bureau of :Forestry was created in 1895 by direction of 
t.he late Hon. 
lr. Hardy, then Commissioner of Crown Lands, 
!r. 
Thomas Southworth being appointed Director. 
Previous to this, in 1883, the late Robert William Phipps waB 
appointed under the title of Clerk of Forestry to issue pamphlets or 
reports on tree planting and forest preservation, and to conduct a cam- 
paign of education among the individual landholders of the settled part 
of the Province, where it was felt that the country was beíng too rapidly 
cleared of treeR, to t.he detriment of agricultural interests, 
rhe Clerk of 
Forestry was attached to the Department of Agriculture. 
Mr: Phipp's first rC'port was published in 1883, under the title of 
"The Necessity of Preserving and Repla.cing Forests." Subsequent 
reporh ,yere isslH'd hy )Ir. Phipps much on the same line in 1884. 1RR5, 
1886, and one in 1887-8, in 1889-90, and in 1891. 
On the death of Mr. Phipps in 1882, the office remained vacant for 
Borne time, and was subsequently fined by the appointment of the late 
Hon. Christopher Finlay Fraser in 1894, whose sudden death early in 
J 895 rend{'rpd the office again vacant. 
'l'he office in .May, 1895, was made a Bureau of Forestry and placed 
under the direction of the Commissioner of Crown Lands, the Director 
being required to undertake, in addition to the educational work previously 
carried out, a study of the question of reforestation and forest preserva- 
vation on the lands of the Crown, and to act in an advisory capacity to 
to the Commissioner of Crown I
ands in developin
 a practical foreRtry 
policy for the Government. 
Reports havo been issued from the Bureau in 1896, 1897, 1898, 1899, 
1900-1. In 1898 a Royal Commission of Forestry was appointed, com- 
posed of the late E. "\V. Rathbun, Deseronto, Chairman; ,John Bertram, 
Toronto; Alex. Kirkwood,Department of Crown Lands; J .B.:Mc Williams, 
Superintendent of Forest Rangers, Peterborough; and the Director of 
of Forestry, Secretary. Their preliminary report was published as an 
appendix to the report of the Bureau of Forestry in 1898, and a sub- 
øequent report of the Commissioner in 1899. 
III 1899 the Director of Forestry was appointed to act as Superin- 
tendent of the Forest Reserves created under tbe Forest Reserves Act of 
1898. These Reserves at the present timp include the Eastern Reserve 
in the Counties of Frontenac and Addington, of approximately 80,000 
acres; the Sibley Reserve of 45,000 acres on the north shore of Lake 
Superior; and the Temagami Reserve in the Di
trid of Nipissing', COIl- 
taining- 3,776,000 acres. 


BT.l1lEAU OF COLO
IZATION: 
With thp confederation of the Provinf'f's in 1867 a distinct branch 
.f the Government service of Ontario was Immigration, attached first w 
the Department of Pul)lic "\V orks, but later on transferred to the Treasu
,. 
Department. Originally considerahlp f;ums were annually expended In 
this scrvce, one year reaching over $150,000. Of late y
ars, however, 
the aIlnual expenditure had 
e('n reduc
d to a sum su
cH:nt t5> defray 
the expenses of onp office in LIvprpool, England, and a dIstrIbuting office 
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for immigrants maintained in the old Parliament Buildings on Front 
Wtreet, till their demolition in 1902, and then removed to the Union 

tation, Toronto. 
From 1873 to 1902, when his death took place, Immigration was in 
.b.arge of the late David 
pence, Secretary for that Department. 
With the accession to the Premiership of Hon. G. W. Ross, in 
1899, it was decided to create a Bureau of Colonization to take charge of 
ImmigIation and also of land settlement in Northern Ontario. 
The Bureau of Colonization was placed under the direction of the 
Commi:tsioner for Crown Landl'1, and 
fr. Thos Southworth was appointed 
Director. 
The work of the Bureau, in addition to Immigration, consists in 
preparing literature concerning the variou
 land districts, and affording 
.dvice as to desirable locations to intending settlers, This work has been 
=reatly taken advantage of by the publip anrl has bPt'ome very extensive. 


DEPART
IENT OF PUBLIC 'VOHIO'
. 


Public Works and Agriculture were aSHociatpd irom ConfederatioB. 
.util the close of 1878, when the former hecame a separate Department. 
The Annual Reports s110w the dates of the erection of Pul)lic Buildings, 
Bridges, Locks and Dams, th(' improvements to waterways and the con- 
.truction of colonization roads, railways, and the extent of these intereAts 
may be judged from the following facts: 
The Architect has charge of construction and maintenance repair of 
a.bQut 400 Institution
 and oth('r Public Buildings. 
The Engineer has charg-c of 6 Navigation Locks and Dams; about 100 
Reserve Dams: 10 Swing Bridges over navigable streams, besides several 
fixed bridges; also abOl.
t 50 Timber Slides and 75 Piers and Booms ill 
oonnection with navigable water. 
The Superintendent of Colonization Roads keeps accountr.
 for the 
making- and maintenance of about 450 Roads, 50 Bridges, 21 Drains, 
ptc., in the unorganized portion of the Province. 
The title-deeds, plans and specifications, contracts, maps and docu- 
ments relating to these institutions and works, making a large and valll- 
able collection, are kept in this Department. The Branches attaohed to 
it are those of Highways, Fisheries. and the Labour Bureau. 


The dates of service of the several Commissioners are as followi: - 
Hon. John (now Sir John) Carling .........July, 1861. 
" Archibald 
IcKe1l3r,......., .........January, 1872. 
Christpoher Finlay Fraser .......... ..April, 1874, 
William Harty.................. --..........J une, 1894. 
Francis Robert Latchford............October. 1899. 


The present Departmental Officers are as foHows:- 
Commissioner..........." Ron. Francis Robert Latchford, 
Asst. Commissioner .." ..,Archibald William Campbell. 
Secretary ..,.., ... ...... ... ,.. ." ....., .,. ". William Edwards, 
Consulting Architect and Surveyor n.." ...Kivas Tully. 
Accountant and Law Clerk....James Pawson Edwards. 
Arf'hitect ....... ...... ,. .Francis Rvlev Heakes. 
Engineer .". .., ... ....,. ......,..Richard Purdo
 Fairbairn. 
Surt. of ('olnnlza,tion Roads ."..".....".."Henry Smith. 
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HIGHWAYS BRANCH: 
The Highways Branch was organized in 1896 under the Department 
of Agriculture and was transferrcd to the Department of Public Works 
in 1900, 
lr. A, ,V. Campbell being Commissioner of Hig'hwaYR since. 
the office was created. The work of this Branch dea Is with genera] high- 
way improvement, cngincering advice and services with respect to road 
and bridge construction beoing given to Municipal Councih a.nd officials 
throughout the Province, 


BUREAU OF LAllouR: 
By an Act passed at the SeR
ion of 1900 of thc Legislature, a Bureau 
of Labour was established for Ontario for the purpose of collecting, as- 
sorting, and publishing information relating to Employmcnt, "\Vageg, 
Hours of Labour, throughout the Province; Co-operation. Strikes or 
other labour difficulties; Tradf's Unions, Labour Organizations. the 
relations between Labour and Capital. a
 other subjects of interest to 
"..rkingmen, together with such information relating to thp commercial, 
industrial, and sanitary conditiGns of wage workers, and the permanent 
prosperity of the industries of the Province, as the Bureau may be able 
to gather. In developing the objects aimed at by the Bureau, RtatisticF 
and other data regarding the conditions of the people, the relations be- 
twppn capital and lahour, fads relating to trade, commerce and industry 
have been accumulated and already form a collection of considerable 
extent. The Bur('au is under the direction of :Mr. Robert Gloplding. and 
is att:w}wd to the Department of Public \V orks. 


DEP A UTlIEKT 01" FISHERIES: 


In consequence of the Government of the Dominion of Canada hav- 
ing assumpd that Fisheries and Fishing rights and the property therein 
throughout the Dominion were vested in the Dominion' generally, and 
under such assumption of right had pol1ected reveuup
 in rpspect of such 
J1'i:;heries a.nd Fishing rights, notwith
hmdiug a continm,d and vigorouF 
protest on the part of this Province-and prohably hy other Provincea- 
and private litigation having arispu, and th{' ineonvenience of two 
e1aimanis to the propf'rty having been realized, it was ultimately, on 
pre"isurp by Ontario, deemed necessary and f'xpedient to obtain the de- 
eision of the Supreme Court of Canada. with appeal to the Judicial 
Committf'f' of Her 
[ajesty's Privy Council, not only as to the respective 
rights of thp Dominion and the Provinces as to Se<.woast and Inland Fish- 
prips, hut also as to the proprietorship of the ungranted public lands with- 
in Canada (whether they were Dominion or Provincial property). in 
respect of which proprietorship Ontario eontended that the qtlPstion of 
fishf'ry r-jght
 was largely affected. 'Vith rf'sppct to Fisheries, the Dom- 
inion eJaimf'd that. under thp TIritish North Ampripa Ad. al.llllOritv wa
 
vc:;tcd in the Dominion Parliampnt to ]egi:-;latc resppcting Spaf'oast and 
Inland Ii'isherips and that ('onsefluently Parliam{'nt could not f'naf't lawF 
with respect to Fi<;heri2s without l'pfprenee to ('ither Dominion or Provin- 
cial ownership of the bpd of the Jake or river itself 
 and that the right of 
('ontrol, inpluding tlll' is'Hle of lipen:-:l"; for fi
hing- privilp
!:Cs in thf' 
waters Inpntionpd, so far as they were within Canadian territory. was 
then>foI'l' vested in the Dominion Governmf'nt; and in resppct of waters 
flowing- over ungranted public lands, the Dominion claimed absolute title, 
inpIlld inp: t 11(' la lH-' 8 and rivpI's. naviga hlp 
llHl lmnavig'n hIp. Thf' 
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t:;upl'eme Court, however, and subsequently Her .Majesty's Privy Coun- 
cil, S"wept away the greater part of these contentions-which Ontario 
had opposed, except always admitting' to the Dominion the right to leg- 
islate respecting close seasons and the implements of capture, and the 
general right of the Dominion for the purposes of revenue to tax fish- 
ing, as it could by legislation impose a tax on any business. 
The Judicial Committee by their advice to Her 
1ajesty held: 
That the beds of all rivers -and lakes (which had not been granted) 
were the property of the Province in which they were situated; 
That the waters of such rivers and lakes and the fish therein, were 
also Provincial property; 
'fhat the- sole right to issu(' fishery leases, licenses and permits to 
fish, and to receive fees for such leases, licenses, and permits, was 
vested in the 1)1'0 \,inces ('xcI usi vely ; . 
That a Provincial Legislature is not empowered to enact fishery 
regulations and resÜictions, either generally or unless and until the 
Dominion Government sees fit to deal with the subject; 
That a Provincial Leg'islahue is empowered to deal with fisheries 
in so far as they fall within the description of property and civil rights, 
or within the description of any other subject assigned to Provincial 
J,Ægislatures; and 
That a l'rovincial Legislature may impose a license duty on fishing 
in order to raise a revenue for Provincial purposes. 
Soon after'the receipt of the Privy Council judgment, the Ontario 
Government declared to the Federal Government its readiness to assume 
the duties which the judgment had detern)Ìned to devolve upon the 
Province, and several conferences bet-ween the Honourable the -Minister 
of :11arine and }'islwries (the Hon. HiI' Louis H. Davies) and the Hon- 
ourable the then Premier of Ontario (the Hon. 1\11', Hardy) were held 
at Utta"- a and Toronto. At one of these conferences the various pro- 
visions of the judgment, so far as they referred to fisheries, were taken 
up and discussed seriatim. Though there may have been a slight dif- 
ference of opinion as to their Lordships' meaning on some points, it was 
on the whole considered by the representatives of the two Governments 
that the prerogatives of the respective Governments had heen so clearly 
defined by their Lordships that there need be no seriou.s apprehension 
of any conflict of authority in the exer('ise of their several functIons. 
In ] 8D7 the Legislc:tt.ure of tho Province passed an Act respecting 
Fisheries, to bp hrought into force 011 such day as the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor-in-Council hy a proclamation might appoint, The.Ad had, how- 
ever, been framed in accordance with the decision of the Supreme 
Court, and before the apneal to the Privy Council had been disposed of, 
and it was therefore deemed necessary that some amendments should be 
made before the Act {'ould be put into operation. An early session was 
convened for the purpose, among other things, of passing the needed 
legislation to bring the Act into operation, to provide for the establish- 
ment of a Fisherips Department. the taking over of Dominion rpcords 
and documents, the granting of leases, licpnses, etc., as first steps 
towards developing this recently rerovered valuable property and exer- 
cising oversight over the same for its perpetual preservation, hy the 
estahlishmpnt of snch a policy as would commend itself to the fish9rmen 
wlwse Ii vdihood depends upon its preservation, and the community at 
large, and hv requiring a strict observance of the laws and regulations 
enacted for that purpose. 
Mr. Samu('] rrovel Bastedo, who had been connected with the On- 



;i. 


THE REPORT OF THE 



o. 4S 


tario Civil :::;ervice for nearly twenty years, in the capacity of Private 
Secretary to the Honourable Sir Oliver Mowat and the Honourable 
Arthur S. Hardy, was charged with the organization of the Depart- 
ment in 18!J8, undpr the Commissionership of the Honourable Mr. 
Hardy. rrhe office staff consists of a Deputy Commissioner and five 
assistants, besides an outside staff of "Borne 120 officers under pay. The 
documents of the Branch are of considerable volume and public interest. 


DEPARTMEN1' OF EDUCATION. 


The archives of the Department of Education are naturally volum- 
inous, comprising as they do annual returns concerning public schools, 
high schools, collegiate institutes, colleges and universities, and papers 
reaching as far back as 1846. So rich a mine has found an indefatigable 
compiler in John George Hodgins, LL.D., O.M.L, the Librarian and 
H1storiographer of the Department, whose massive documentary History 
has now reach.ed its 10th Volume. Dr. Hodgins has also brought to- 
gether a collection of Canadian books wbich studpnts find useful in his- 
torical research. 


THE CANADA COMPANY. 


The papers of the Canada Company are interesting historically on 
a,r:count of the large areas of land held by them for settlers upon which 
Villages, Towns, Cities, and flourishing communities have grown. 
A complete set of the Annual Reports of the Company from 1826, now 
rare, is in the Toronto Office and duplicates of the despatches are stored 
in the Head Office, London, England. The collection contains very 
,-aluable material, but while carefully indexed for office purpo
ef\, 
no finding list or r'a1pndar has bpcn attempted, 


ST, MICHAEL'S PALAC:E. 


The archives of the Arch-diocese of Toronto, which are deposit{'d in 
St. Michael's Palace, are extensive and fun of interest, reaching bark 
as they do to the days before the erection of the diocese, and pmbracing 
.,fficial correspondence of the Church as new set.tlements were formed. 
The archivps have lwen partially arranged and classified by Mr. Hu
h 
"raser Macintosh whose work has been a labour of lovp, anrl ip 3 
tribute to bis indm:;try and òevotion to a good cause. 


TORONTO PUBLIC' LIBRARY. 


During- the past 20 years thf' Toront.o Pub1ic Library has accumu- 
latp(l a 1arg'p colledion of documents and ldtprs interesting to thr 
Rtndpnt. of thp parly bi
tor.v of Ontario. and of especial interest to the 
City of Toronto from the connpdion of thp writpn;; with itR early his- 
'ory. Among thps(' are thp papers of thp first Survpyor-Genpra1, D. W. 

mith ; of Chif'f ,T usticp William Dummpr Powell; . William ,T arvi
, 

Tf'1t 
e('retarv of the Province, and of thp Hon. Robert Baldwin, At- 
torney-Gener
1. Altog'ether theRe conectionB. with a numhpr of 
mal1er 
lctfll, amount to some 300 volnmPR. car('flllly hound and indp"xf'(L and >>.1'- 
e..Rf1il1l(' to an Rhldpnts. 
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CANADIAN IN
TITUTE, 


The Library of the Canadian Institute. is devoted almost exclusively 
10 the Arts and Sciences. But while the papers read at the meetings of 
the Institute and published in its journala are generally of a' scienti- 
:fic rather than an historical character, there are still many valuable 
eontributions among them to the history, archæology, and physiography 
.f Ontario. A few years ago a bibliography of these papers was com- 
piled by Professor D. R. Keys and published, and a list of accessions is 
"Being prepared for publication which will proviùe a useful finding list 
)0 the investigatoll. 


TORONTO UNI\'ER
ITY. 


While the loss to the University of Toronto by the destructive fire 
of 1890 has been in many respects irreparable, a large Qollection of 
books has been made since then which form a valuable library, natur-' 
ally of gTPatest interest to the University student. Papers and docu- 
ments öf the University, however, mostly escaped the fire, on account 
of having been housed in the Bursar's quarters, which, at that time, 
were not connected with the University building, and are now deposited 
in the muniment I'oom, which is fireproof and r:ommodious. Among 
many papeI'S of interest are those concerning the grants of land to 
King's College and the correspondence concerning the allotment and 

ale of these lands to settlers. King's College lands were distributed 
through many Townships, and the papers connected with each Town- 
Ihip are grouped separately, and each transaction arising out of the sales 
iø easily traceable. The charter of the College, recently presented to 
the University of His Lordship the Bishop of the Diocese', and some 

ery interesting early documents, IptterR. and ancient books are alBo t.o 

e found herp. 


Thp Archives of t.þ.e Law Society, of the various offices and Co
rM 
at Osgoode Hall, and the !Iunicipal Archives of Toronto, in which most 
_teresting documents are to be found, I have not yet reached, nor have 
I had time to exam ine the other branches of t hp Pu blie 
ervi('e not re... 

rred to above, 


.!.CKNOWLEDGMBNT: 
The courtesy for which the offif'ers of thf' Civil Service of Ontario 
are noted haS" been generously extended to me. ThE officers and clerks in 
the Departments have offered every facility in their power, often at 
aome inconvenience to themselves, to enable me to conduct these pre- 
timin
lrY enquiries, and I gratefully acknowledge their kindly attitude 
a>>d dcsirp to aid lllP in my labours. 
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DEPARTl\IENTAL UEPORTS. 


The follo" ing reports are publisheù anù distrihuted by order of 
the Legislature:- 
SES SIO:"i AL N FMBER AKD TrrLE OF P AI'EIt : 
1 The Ueport of The Public Accounts. 
2 The E
tilllates. 

 The Report of The Crown Lands Departm
nt. 
4 The Report of The Dirpctor of :Forestry. 
5 The Report bf The Bureau of l\Iines. 
6 'rhe Ueport of The Queen Yictoria Niagàra FaHs Park. 
7 The' Report of The Commissioner of Puhlic 1V orks. 
S The Report of The Inspector of }'adories. 
9 The Report of The Regi
traI'-General. 
10 The I
eport of The Inspector of Insurance. 
11 The Report of The Uegistrar of Loan Companies, 
12 Thp Report of The Education Department. 
13 The Rpport of The Toronto University. 
14 The Report of The Agricultural College, 
15 TIll' Report of 'rhe Experinwll tal Union, 
16 The Report of 'rhe Fruit-Growers' Association, 
17 'rhe Report of 'rhe Fruit and Experinwntal Stations, 
18 The Report on The Fumigation Appliances. 
19 'rhe Heport of The .EntomoloJical Sopiety. 
20 'l'he Ueport of The Beekeepers' Associ3.tion, 
21 'rhe Ueport of The Poultry Association. 
22 The Report of 'rhe Dairymen's Aflsociation. 
23 'rhe Report of The Live Stock Association. 
24 Hand Book 'Vomen's Institute. (Printcd for distribution only.) 
25 The Report of The Farmers' Institutes. 
26 The lleport on Ontario Fairs and Exhibitions. 
27 The Report of The Bun'au of Industries. 
28 Tho Report of 'rhe Instructor in Road-making. 
29 'rhe Heport of The Bun-au of Labour. 
30 The RC'port of 'The Game Commission. 
31 The Report of 'rhe Department of Fisheries. 
32 'rhe Report of 'rhe Temiskaming- & N, O. Ry. Commission, 
33 'ehe UC'port of The Inspector of Division_ Courts. 
34 The Report of The Inspector of Legal Offices, 
35 Thë Report of The Inspector of Registry Offices. 
36 The Report of The lloard of Health, 
37 The UP port of The Provinpi3,1 Secretary and Registrar. 
38 The Report of The InspC'ctor of Lunatic and Idiot Asylums. 
39 'Ihe R('port of 'rhe Inspector of Prisons anù Reformatories, 
40 The Report of The Inspector of Hospitals and Rofuges. 
41 Th(' Report of The InstitutE' for .Thp nlind. 
42 The Report of The Institute for The Deaf and Dumh. 
43 The Upport oÏ Tl-e 
uperintende'nt of Neglected Children. 
44 The Report of The I nspedor of IJif1uor Licenses, 
45 The Report of The J\Iuniripal Auditor, 
46 Elections. 
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Selections from Correspondence. 


J:1HO}'ES8ùU GEOHGE 
I. \VROKG, TUHUNTO UKIYER
ITY. 


DEAR )lR, :FRASER: -It is good news for the cause of historical 
t!tudy, in this Province, that the Outario Goyornment is establishing- 
an Archives Department, and I congratulate you on your appointment. 
May I urge that you will, first of all, endeavour to deal with the 
material in the Government offices? Scattered in the various depart- 
ments there must be much material of great importance, the existence 
of which has been forgotten. You would be doing an immense service 
if you found out what there really is, Noone knows it except in a 
fragmentary way. It will be a considE'rable task to ransack the archives 
of the different departments. There must be much in )18. which is 
invaluable, and to coIled. eVE'n thE' printE'd material would he an im- 
mense service. The printed Government RE'ports ought to be all 
brought together in one place. There are many old maps, surveys, etc., 
and these if not soon collected will 1)(> hopelessly desh"oypd. I fancy 
t lwre is a task of many mop-ths before you in simply finding out what 
we have here in Toronto. 
But there is much beyond this: The early industrial history of 
this Province is alrE'ady of gTE'at intprest to many, and this interPRt will 
grow. Even in this new country villages have corne and gone and t_he 
fact is almost forgottpll, The 'Tillages which were praptically extin- 
guish{'d by thE' advent of the railways would furnish an interf'sting 
subject of enquiry, and evidence can be secured now which within a few 
years will have disappoarE'd. I fancy, too, that many records of early 
life---,-letters and papers-in private hands are in danger of destruction, 
and if not secured soon thpv will not he secured at all. You will have 
to do a good deal of travplÌing to track out this material, but this you 
are, I suppose, prepared for. 
We ought to have in Toronto duplicatps of a good many of the docu- 
ments in the Archives at Ottawa, and this I hope may be arranged for, 
But above all. we want a vigilant man, looking out all the time for the 
records of our earlier conditions. and it is a comfort to know that the 
man has now heen found in yon, 


Yours sincerely, 
GEORGE )1. WRONG. 


PROFESSOR ADA)I SHOHTT, QUEEN'S UNIYEHSITY, 
KINGSTO
, 


DEAR )IR. FRASER :-Personally, I am very much pleased to know 
that the Provincial Government have taken steps toward the estahlish- 
ment of a Department of Provincial Archives. 
Broadly speaking, I should suppose that the function of the Pro- 
vincial Archivist would naturaBv flow in two lines, First, and most 
important, would be the collecting., in original or copy, of all the avail- 
able historical material, official and unofficial, relating to the various 
interests of the Province, from its earliest period. Second, would be 
the publishing of an ample calpndar of that matprial, and also, from 
time to timp, the printing in full of some of the most interesting- and 
con
ise documents, either not hitherto published, or not readily available. 
Thus, for instance, lists of land grants, or of the early settlers; minute
 

 n. 
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of lllunieipal eouueils, 01' of yarious Ho<'ieties; the pro('(-'eding's of yarioui"' 
{'ourts, or eOIlllllissions; parish n'g-isters. etc., should all be secured for 
the Arehivt's, in f'Opy at kast. But such material IH-If'd only he CalE'll- 
darNl as a g-uidp to jts eoutpnts. (hi thp other hand, narratives of ex- 
ploration, a('counts of tllt' lift' and l'xperit'w'es of tlll' ppopl
. in tht' early 
settlemeuts, rt'ports of various hodie,; on the condition of thp ('ountrv 
d.... should be printed in full, as haviug' a geueral jnh
rest. . · 

ls to tIll' ('oIled ion of ma tprials, it III ust he relllPIlllwl'{-.d t ha tit is 
not in ae('ordance with tIu""' hest traditions. pithpl' in Europe or ÅnwrÏl'a. 
that the originals of thl-' various histori('a 1 n>('ords of tlu... .'OUlltr" should 
he coHected into oUP centre. There are many placE's when> quite yalu- 
ahle historieal material is duly' prizl'(l hy the peoph. of the lo('nlity for 
loenl nnd personal renSOllS, nnd the remontl of this material to n di:;;tant 
centre would tend to deadpll ratIwr than to stimulaÍl' and diffu/'ie illter- 
esj in historical Illatters. At thp same tinIP, so long- as tlH'se scatterçd 
records Temnin unique, Hll'n' is always the possihility of tlH'ir destru'f'- 
tion, from. one accident or allothpr. It is also impossible for the studput 
of thE' history of the f'oullh'
' ns a whole to eitllPr dis('on'r, or ë.t\ all him- 
splf of, tlwse scatterl:,a soun'ps, within I'easonahlp linlÌts of tillH--'. l'llprgy. 
or InE'ans. It is, tllPrp:fore, llP('essary that at lpast autlu'ntie .'opips of 
all documents having \a histori('al yalue should he proyided within onp 
("eutral depo",itory. 
\..s SOUl'('P
 of histori.'al information, aC'('Ul'atL. 
('opies an> quite as valuahhj ns original do('uments, aud commonly nUlI'h 
morE' legihle, as thosp will wpll apprp(-iate who haye ('onsult('d the Do- 
minion Arc.hin.s, thp most yaluah1p portioIl of whosC' tn'asurps ('ollsi
t 
of copies. 
ThC' Historieal )Iallus('ripts Commission in Britain has rplHlprpd an 
iIllmense spryic(', not only to that ('ountry, hut to the wor!ll at largp, in 
making known the hisÍt:ri('al trpasun's whidl are distrihutpd thrnug'h- 
out scores of privatp 1ihrari p :; in Britain. and in furnishing' iu amph. 
(1a]endars HH_' g'ist of th('ir l:ontC'uts. 
Thus, in tlIP Dominion AIThi'I,'s at ()ttawn. in \"ë.u.iouf; puh1i.' 
11\(1 
educational lihraries, througho.ut the Dominioll, as w('l1 as tlw PrO\-ilH'('. 
and in many privatp ('olJE'dions, thprp arp to he found valuahlC' nwnu- 
Rf'ript records, as wp11 as quite uniqlH' prillh.d math'r, dpallnp: with im- 
portant phasps of our Previneial his-tol';\", of which f'opiel'> ought to hi, 
obtaine(] for thp PrO\'inf'inl Arf'hives. tllPl'ehy reuòPl'in-g' thp:-;p sc'attpn.d 
matprials nvnila hIp in onl' ('eutrp and 1'{.ducing tll(' risks of loss. 
For some years to ('omE', 1 
hould ('ousi.]pr that tlw puhli('ation of 
spPC'ial vollImp
 of l)rovinc'ia] rpt'ol'ds should not lw al1mypd to inh.rf(.l'(' 
with the far more urgpnt ,,-ork of thp LlrdlÏvist in attplH1illg' to the di:-:- 
N)vprv, ('ol1pding, c'opying. arranging:. ancl ('
dpI\(laring' of Pro,-ilH,i"l 
histo
i('al matpria 1 of ('"\"('ry nyailn hIp kind and of ('ypry 1'pl'1"d. I 
trust that you ma
. be givP;l p,'pry fa(,i1 it;. for tlH' adp([lla t'p 
H'.'ompl ish- 
mpnt of this vpry nef'Pssary worJs, 


Yours truly. 
ADA
J RnoRTT. 


l
EY. rH()I.'E
S()H "r)1. rL
\UE:. n.C.L" THIXfTY COLLEGE, 
TORONTO. 


DEAR )Tn. FHA
EH: Hpg'ardillg' the pstahlisIUlH'I1f nf :t BUl'pau qf 
Ar(,hin's for onr ProYÌIw(', I ('Hunot 
mng'inp that then. f'an 1)(' two onill- 
ions as to its yalup. provi(lp.l t1w work 1)(' pnrstlPc1 011 ('01'1'('('1 linp
. Eypn 
if W'P IUlI1 not tlw lp
Hl of othpr ('fHmhiC's to follow, tll(' HN'pssity ;\11<1 
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utility of pronSlOll for tllP pl'l'-;\'ryatio]l of our puhli(. dOl'lllllpnts, etc" 
would be eyident. 
I need not go into detail/'i. The." will o.'.'m' to pyprYOllP who is ('O!ll- 
p('tent to form a judp:nH'nt O
l tl1p .
u 
)jpd, hut I. join ill HIP g'ellPra] wIsh 
that YOU may 1w roiU('('('ssful III InnlchllP: up an Important dppart.ment. 
" Yours 111 ost tru h-, 
\rll.LL\
[ ('L\HIi. 


HEY. PHIX('rp
\l.. ('A rE
, D,D., L.L.I>., KX()X ('( ILLE(j-E. 


DEAn 
lH, 1,'uAsEH: I am g'lad that (httario has folhnn'd thp px- 
ample of old(,I" ('omIlHlllitips ill h:l\-iug' ('stahlislwd a Bun'au of ...\n'hivps, 
and that our Pl'oyiure is not to hp suhjpd to I'Ppr0:1.-11 ar; iJ/{'ltrin...a 
SU01'll Ill, The Bureau will ('olle(.t and safdy IH't'SPITP tlH' mat-<'ri:d of his- 
tory, taking history in thl' widpst :.H"ceptatioJl, Offirial do.'umeIlt:-; of 
,"alue, legislatin', judi('ial. mUllÌf'ipal, edw'atÌouaI. pt(',. will tllPn he 
placed in safe keeping', and will hp :lyailahl.. wht'Jl thp historiau or 
legislator wislws to ('oH:mlt t h('1I1. 
\ rl'aSOIla hIp pXlwJlditul'(, for /'iuch 
a purpose will not hp grudg'pd hy an intelligf'nt peoplp. 
Then> must he a /'iuitahh. phH'P for thp ('ustody of tIlt' do('uments 
rollected,-a place which shall giye suffiéipnt room, frpp from damp and 
well ventilated. 
rhere an' dou ht lpss othpr I'pquisitt.1" of safl' pI'psprvation 
which thoRP who han' cxpl'riplI.'p in 
u('h mattt'rs will l'padil,v 
ug'gest. 
"\\- .u. ('A n.;x. 


REY. CHAXCELI,()H lH.H\\
...\SH, n.])., L.L.D., ,rICT()HL.\ 
'".xl rEHSTTY. 


DEAn 
lll. }1'UASEI{: [t tn.1 n- Illl' gn-at pIPUSIll"p to note yoU!' ap- 
pointment by the ()ntario (TO\prnUlPut to tll(' important offiee whi.'h 
you now }lold. That plpa:-;urp ha
 h('('n ilWI'pasl'd hy th.. fart that the 
officp has heen plaeed in thp handfo; of a lllan who is a seholar, a man of 
literary ability, and of dpl'p intpl'f'st in historic'al q upstions, 1 ('annot 
say too murh as to th(' i1llj)0l'ìan.'p and yab.\(' to till' .'ountry of tIll' work 
of whic.h you arp pla('pd in dlargl'. .xothing' is mol'(' important to a 
('otllltry than its histol'Y, for it is our past history whirh ('reatp
 tlH' 
puh1i(. spntimPIIt and moulds tlH' patriotic' ('hal'adpr of our cntin- ('iti- 
zf'Jlship. 'Yp llano a history in ()ntario Wl'll wOl'th
- of pl'eselTatioll, 
Th.. fatllf'rs and huihlt'1's of this Proyill(,t' WP1't' llll'Il and women to bp 
proud of, and tIll' fm1lld..ltions of our ..iyil, s()(.ial. inÜ.lh'dual, and l'P- 
ligioul' institutions wprp laid in dpp(h; of h!'l'oi.. s..wrifi('e which dpspryl' 
rempll1 hraIl('" thl'oughout a1l gl'HPl'at ions. Tltt' attplltion of the Ontario 
Gon'rnillpnt has lI('('n Ilonp too soon dil'('.,tpd to this important Rubjrct. 
Our histori('al so..iptips. and Sll('h lahouH'l's ill thp fipld as Dr. Hoòg'ins. 
know full w('II how ra pidl
- t Iu' most Ya I t1:l blp (':\ rly I1wtpriall'; are 1 W I"- 
ishing- for want of ('an', aud I alll r;ul'(- thai ihp (iOYPl"Il111el1t of Ontario 
will lip amply just ifi('(l in t I1p mo
t li1)('ral Uleas\lI'PS to S('('l1rf' at O1\('r 
tIle prrl';f>ryatioll and puhli('atioll of whatrypJ" histol"Í.':tl lIlatpl'ial f'an 
now h(' se(,1.1l'pd. Your pI'og-ra muu' is a most ('oIllpn.lwll:-;i n> Olle. and 
T ('an only -n ish .'.:"011 illP most ("ompl(.t(. :-tJ('('PSIo"; in Hw task whirh has 
1)('('11 a:o;sigl1rd to 
'ou. 


Yours sill('prf'h-, 
X. Bri? "-.\sn, 
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)II-{" .J. H, COYNE, B.A., ST. THOMAS, ONT. 
EX-PRESIDENT ONTARIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


To the Honourable the Premiel': 
In 
Iarch, 18D8, at a me
eting of a 
pecial Committee named by me, 
under the authority of a resolution of the Pioneer and Historical Asso- 
ciation 
f t
e Province of 
ntario, for the purpose of considering the 
re-orgauIzatIOn of the AssocIation I read a memorandum in which I 

utlined the work of the proposed 're-organized Society. It was printed 
In the R
port of the Special Committee, but as that Report is, 
 think, 
out of prInt, I shall repeat that portion of the memorandum which out- 
lines the 
o(;iety's work. It seems to me that the duties assigned to 
}I
. Fraser could e
sily be made to fit in with the Society's work, and 
thIs, I understand, IS also your own ,vish. 
In the memorandum referred to I said: 
The work of 'such an Association naturally divides itself into the 
following classes, arranged chronologically: 
(a) Archæological: 
Including the Examination of )Iounds, Ussuaries, Ash-hf'aps, and 
other Pre-Historic Remains. 
This work is already so well attended to by :Mr. David Boyle, that it 
may for the present be omitted from the scope of the Association's 
operations, except so far as incidental to its other .objects. 
(b) A horiginal History: 
This includes an inquiry as to the original savage occupants of On- 
tario, their origin, migrations, traffic, and intercourse; their langu-- 
age, topographical nomencl
ture, folk-lore, and literature, the 
origin and development of their dan, tribal, and national organiza- 
tion; t1w history' and results of European contact; their present 
rondition, capabilities, and tendencies. 
(c) History of Discovery and E?,-nloration: 
This includes the study of official records, printed and 
I8. books, 
pamphlets, correspondf'nce, the - reports and maps of early French 
and British f'xplorers, traders and mi'3sionaries, soldiers and sur- 
veyors, down to the U .E. Loyalist immigration. 
(d) Historv of Sdtlement: 
(1) Official, as contained in puhlic rf'coi'ds, repor
s of surveyors, 
records of Crown lands, municipal, court, and registry offices, com- 
missions, public correspondence, etc. (2) Unofficial, as contained in 
old pamphlets and newspapers, private jo,!r
als and lett
rs, monu- 
ments and epitaphs, and the r
ecorded remInIscences of pIOneers, 
The Historv of Settlement and Population may be worked out along 
the follo,,-i;1g lines: 
(1) Ethnological and Linguistic. 
(2) Rr ligions and Ethiral. 
(3) Political and "Municipal. 
(4) Sopia} and Industrial. 
(5) :l\filitary and Naval. 
(6) Folk-lore. 
(7) Educational, Literary, and Artistic. 
Incidpntal work: 
The dimate and physiC'al conformation of a country profoundly 
afff'd the tvpe and rharaí'Ìf'r 
f .its, inhahita.nts. . It would not. be 
outside th(' Rcope of the AssocIatIon s operatIons If some attentIon 
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were given to the metcorolop'- physical geography, geology, and 
topography of the various portíons of the Province, as affecting its 
historical development. 
This will, perhaps, be a cOllvenient classification for practical 
purposes, although there may he some overlapping. 
Reminiscences of Pioneers: 
The work of recording the reminiscences of the pioneen;, who are 
fast passing away, is one which capnot safely he postpOIlPd. It should 
be carried on upon systematic lines under competent expert direction, 
and with the aid of stenographers, Some of the neighboring States, 
Buch as 
lichig"an and "\Visconsin, have expended considerable sums in 
this direl>tion. Their published records become increasingly valuable 
each year, and to future generations will be of priceless vallH'. On ad- 
count of the danger of further delay, the work involves considerable 
expense, and should therefore be assisted generously with public funds. 
Early History and Topography: 
A large part of the early history of the Province is written or 
printed in the French language and should be translated into Eng- 
lish. )1uch of it is in old departmental records, in :fading ink, 
fast becoming illegible. 
Iany works of great educational value 
are locked up from the public in rare and costly publications within 
reach of the few onlv. The best of these should be made available 
for the community ;t large. 
\mongst many books and much un- 
printed material relating to the early history of Ontario, which 
might by- translation, transcribing, publication, or reprinting, as 
far as they relate to Untario, be placed at the disposal of the student 
of Ontario history, the following may be mentioned: 
0) ðagard's Country of the Great Lakes, his History of Canada, and 
th(' Relations or Reports of the early :Missionaries. 
(2) Galinée and DollieI' de Ca
son's ,Journal and map of their journey 
from )Iontreal to the Sault by way of the St. Lawrence and the 
Great Lakes in 1669-70. 
(3) Extracts from the archives of London, Paris, Ottawa, Albany, etc. 
(4) "\Vritings of other early pxplorers and travellers, such as Hennepin, 
La Salle, ,Joliet, Lafitau, Lahontan, Charlevoix, De Kalm, etp. 
(5) Pouchot's 
Iemoirs is a work of special importance on account of its 
wealth of historical and topographical detail. 
(6) The valuable reconls of the Detroit Land Board from the close of 
the Revolutionary "\V 301' until the surrenàer of }Iichigan by the 
British in 1796. 
(7) Original court reconls, ass('ssment rolls, minutes of council, etc., in 
the various districts and counties. 
(8) Documentary histories of thp Essex, 
iagara, Long Point, Talbot, 
Canada Company, )IcNab, and other settlements, as well as of the 
various national soeieties and religious and other communities. 
'The above outline pmbrac('s a considerable volume of work for the 
Assopiation to unrlprtake-one involving many years of steady and con- 
tinuous lahour. and, doubt1e
s. important classes of historica:t material 
haye h('cn ovprlooked in the list I have given. If a very small part of 
it i
 aC'pomplir;;hed satisfadorily in anyone year, W"(' may well feel that 
we have not laboured in vain. 
A very pressing work is that Qf spnding- out circulars to newspapers, 
munipipal bodies, profe
sors, teachers, inspectors of schools, Government 
and munlpipal offi('ers. and others throughout the Province, urging the 
carf'f1l1 poJ]edion and prp
f'rvatjon of hir;;toriC' reC'ords, manusC'rÎpts, 
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lett('r
, juurnah:, ll1ap
, portraits, et..., and al
o of archæolog'ieal re- 
mains, Anot1E:'r is that of ('ovprin o ' tll<' l'royineo with societie
 in af- 
filiation with tht' 1)1"0\ ineial As
o('i
tion. 
The ahoye Sdu.'Ule of work wa
 a..loptp,l upon the re-organization of 
thE:' PiollP('r anù Histori.'al 
\.ssol'iation under its new name., "The On- 
tm'io H lstorical 
()('iety," It SPPUlS to me, that t1t. Provincial Archivist 
could most C'tIl'etin
ly CO-OPE:'lë.lh' ,,-itli tliP Historical Society in carrying 
it out. 
Tlu-> arrang-elllC'ut, da
sih('a1ioll, amI ('al(
ndarillg' of tliP J)rovineial 
ar('hi n's woulll natul'alh- he undprtak('ll hy him at an pari" dat<', The 
('rown Land!' Depal'tIllPl
t (.ontaill!', j>prIuq;s, tlH' most v..du, ê.;hlf' hut the 
other Dl'partments at thl' l)arliaul<'nt Building's havf' also most import- 
ant arr'hiyE:'s from tlll' historieal standpoint. At Osg-oodt> Hall and the 
('ity Hall will aho hl' founl] ndnahh. ..l1'dllYPS l'xtpIHliu11.' hack to the 
foundation of thp l>roviJH'p. TIll' re("ord
 of tll<' old Land Boards, be- 
ginning'lwfoJ'l' tlit' pa
..;ag("()f th(. Con
titutiollal 
\..et of linl, are in 
th(' ('row11 Lands ])ppar1nwnt. I hayp C'xamiuC'J thosE:' of the Detroit 
Laml Boanl, and know that thl'Y ê.ll'P of yall1l' to shHlpnt:-: on hoth sides 
tbe iuh'ruational houndary liIH:. Thp otlH-'rs an' Pljually valuable to 
the shlliput of thE:' earh- I'dt1pJlH'lIt of tll(' !)}'Oyilll"P. 
Thl' Archiyist, in' arrangiug-, r-Jassifying', and ('alelldaring the 
aJ'('hin's. win hay(' t Iw 1)('JlPht of t hp PXTWripl\.'p of ot hpI's, !'u('h as the 
late Dominion .An'hiyi
t, .lIld tllt
 
\.JThi\"i:.-:ts of thp \arious Stah>s of 
th(' (
nion, In a J'('c'pnt numhl'}, of tIH' A\u\('ri.'..m Historical Rn'irw, 
I oh
p],y(' refprf'Jl('ps to two papPI'S ,,'hidl may hp of sprvir(': 
"1'hf' Archin.s of ()I't'g'on," hy Profps:",oI' F. H. Yonng, in the 
Qlla1't('rl./} of t}u.' Orp11.'ol1 Historieal Sm.iety for Dl'.'pwhpr. If)02. 
"The First _\.nnual HppoJ't of thp Dirpdor of 
\1"(.Ilivps and His- 
tory," ill \
ol. \
I. of tIll' Puhli('ations of tlw )1ississippi, Hi
toriral 

o
iety . 
TÌH' r l 3nlP11.'lP Tll
titutioJl, at \\
ê.;shin11.'toll, h[ls Ululprtakpll the pub- 
lÜ'atirm of a g-uidp to tll(' A\rdlÏn's of tIll' (
.S, r;OYI'J'lllHpnt. ft is under 
till' din'dion of Dr. C. H. \
a]\ TynC' and \\
. C. IJl'land, and -will g'iye 
a g'l'llpl"al df's('J'iption of till' smH1r
' .'ollpdimls of histoJ'iral anrl [lclmin- 
ish-a tin' I'pc'ord s hC'l Ol\ 0'111 0' to t hp (j-OH'l'nlllPll t. 
IllfoI'lnation as to,.....m
:tllOds, I'ÌI'.. should hI' gatlll'n>.J from tlw vari- 
ou!' St[ltp <11111 J)omill i011 
\ ]'1"11 i n's. 
'I'll(' orp:
Hlizatioll 
ho1l1d he' UpOll stH'h a sc'alp, an.J with surh r1priral 
asslstallc'p. a
 would I'l\allk till' 
\.J"I"hiyi:-:t to do <.;uhshmtial work. His 
I'l1prgil's ,,,ill hp 1 <I l'gl'l,'- W[lstl'.1. it ma.\- hp fpê.u'pcl, if tle,'otpd pntirply to 
tIll' dJ'llllQ'I'JT of mpJ'p (,ll'rirê.1l work, 
TlIp 
':xv
'ripJH'1' of (';'}'('at Britain ill tIlls linf' I)f work win lip of g'fpat 

PITi(.p, T lIlHll'rst:u)(l that pr
,,-isioll i..; tll('}'(' mê.Hlp for thp l'PIllm'al, to 
what WI' woul.l "
lll tll(' A\J"(.llin"'s Of'nartn1<'l1t. of all df'partnwnta] 
pappI'''; tlOWIl to a ..pJ'taill Twrioll .111 tllat hayp a Illo;;tori('al rharadpr, 
1'111' n'poJ't
 of thp yal'ioll<.: TTi..;tori"ê.,l UN'onls ('olllmi
<;icIllS shoul.l ho 
"hlòipd for nH
 in-forJllnt iml tllPY afford as to mdhrHl:,<. 
"
a!.!':H'CrS (fOU11ÌlT o
 thr' (';1'P[lt IJakp!,." puhlisllp.l in HÎ
2, is not 
Yf't tr:1lIslatt'cl into Ell'
.di
II. It i
 thp first puhli('atio11 dpalin!:!.', it might 
hp :o-:ai<l. c'x..lu"ivplv ,,-ith ,,-lwt i... now. Ontario. It was followed in 
Hi:1(i with I,i..: Hi..:tOJT of CalJ:1<la. ,,-hidl ha
 also ypt to 1)(, nut into 
l-:ng-lish, Thf' C tnb l'io H istori.'al SIH"l('t
. might wp11 Ulull.rta kr, thi
 
work. ,,'lli('h will. of (,Ol1l'
('. ta1"p c'on"iclprahlP time', if adpqu:ltpl
v done. 
H mÜ!'llt hp "'('11 to fa b. t hp f'a I'h" FrC'nr,h rprorrls aIlcl publiRh them in 
C'hrono1('g'1(.:d ordpl'. '1'11(. (\dilH;1' Xanati,-,. allcl )ran l11:1clp a !load h<,- 
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g"lllllmg III this line of work, as relating to the first exploration of the 
boundaries of old Ontario. The earlier steps in exploration might now 
he taken up as opportunity and llwans will allow, 
The Land Board Hee-ords (:(mld he published at once, as they wilt 
not rp(fllÌrp editing', ...\t least, the editing could follow in future years, 
But it seems to llle that thp 4\I'l'hiyists efforts should be deyoted, in 
the first place, to the arrangement, coIlpction, rlassification, a!ul calen- 
daring oJ thp Proyineial arehin's: whilst aiding tlH' Ontario Historical 
Soeipty, p:enerally, in sueh ways anti to such extent as he finds possible. 
The ,-ast ston's of material in the Goyernment departments "hould be 
made ayailaùle to historical students, and 
Ir. Fraser, while familiariz- 
ing himself with thp arrhivps, ('an renòpr most yaluahle aid to- others 
who d(
sirp to make use of them. 


,LU.IES H, COYXE. 


)lR. r. r .TA
lES, )I.A., TOROXTO. 
!)RESIDFXT lhTARIO HISTORICAl, SOnETY. 


r() th(' HU1Iolll'ahle fhr PJ'{'m'ipl': 
I quite agree that )1r. Fraser should layout a plan of con'ring our 
!)rovinf'e in a series of proper histori('al sequence. Our Historical 
SOf'iety has laid the foundation for 8uf'h a spries in Galinép. 'Ve have 
on se\
eral occasions dIscussed the propripty of publishing an English 
translation of Pouchot's Karratin', whil.h ".ould be a connecting link 
hetween the first days of white exploration and thp beginnings of Brit- 
ish rule. It sppms to llle that )11'. Fraspr 
hould begin with 1759-60, 
an<1 g'iyp us a voll1mp or two on the period down to 1783: say one yolume 
17GO-1,,6, and the second yolumo 1 "G-17H
L Following' these would 
('OUIP tlH' (
.E. Loyalist settlements, and tli(' later British immigration 
movpments, in their proper sequence. The material for the volume 
1760-1,76 ean hp got mainly in the Ar('hiyes at Ottawa, and it would 
be necpssary for )11'. Fraser to go oyer the samp, which he rould readily 
do with the help of the Indexps and Ahstrads annually printed by the 
Dominion Arrhi,-ist, and then ha"\'P copipd thosp that he rlel"ired to 
print. Thp 
lichig'an Pionper and Historical So('iety haye issupt! sev- 
pral volumes of western n.('ords thus l"opipd at Otta" a. Th(\1'e would 
he, I presume, no objedion to the usp of ilw Dominion collpdion in this 
way. 
"Thile theRP two or thr('p ,-o]unws \\"('rp hping put out, the An.hivist 
('ould bp gradually aceumulating matprial in rpference to the U.E.L., 
and the later town
hip settlenH'ntR, I havp not the least doubt that 
matprial woul.! comp to him from unpxppded sources, if it werp known 
that he had a Rê.tfe place in whi('h to kepp it, and if it werr' thought that 
somp day it would sep light in hi
 annufll rpportR. That is our pxppri- 
pnc(' in the Ontario Historiral Society. "'\, havp more material in sight 
than we f'an afford to print. 
Another !':tIQ'Q'ostion for a first-C'1as
 volullle: You are. pm'haps, 
aware that I have worked up a paper on the First Lpg'islature of Upper 
Canfl(la. I 8m now preparing the Second for the prpss, and I hope to 
f'ontinue with thp Third and Fourth, I beg to sug-gt'st that the Arch- 
iyi"t is
uf', in one volume. the .Tournflls of the T.JpQ'is1ature for the first 
pi!::'ht or twpJyp :VN1.r
. with all the Statutes pa<;spò. anò notps on same, 
Hp f'ould reprint my penmnal 8kpk}1PS of the I.Jegi
1aturp as an Appen- 
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dix. The Journals are typewritten, are rapidly fading, and arC' not 
readily accessible. There are not more than haÏf a dozen copies of the 
early 
tatutes available in all Canada, and most of thf'se are incomplete, 
In connection with the office it might be well to have some statutory 
a1\thority for collecting early municipal records. I have seen town- 
ship minutes going back to 1 i90-these are in private hands no,,", and 
are likelv to be lost bv fire or othf'r causf', There should be authoritv 
for the Archivist to c
ll these in, and deposit them in his vault.- 
 
Mr. Boyle, the Secretary of the Ontario Historical Society, has 8Ug- 
gestf'd that Mr. Fraser be appointed Secretary in his place, therpby unit- 
ing the two offices. I can see many advantages in that, and have con- 
suIted two of my colleagues, )11'. Coyne and 
lr. G, R. Pattullo, who 
heartily ('on('ur in the suggestion, provided the work of Ollr Society be 
not merged in that of the Archivist. If we had room available for 
storing our books and reports, and if there were a definite assurance 
that the two lines of work would be kept distinct, I helieve the' rf'sults 
would he very beneficial to both. :Mr. Fraser could, in his movements 
a bout the Prm"ince, stir up local societies to bdtpr work, and tl}e two 
branches together could accom
lish a great deal in the way of saving 
our local records, stimulating further resoarch, and in the puhliAhing 
of material that will be not only interelõ:ting but stimulating' to our 
national pride. 


C, C. JAMES. 


)L\,JOR .J. 
L CPURIE, TORONTO. 


To the Honourable the Premier: 
Some time ago I ohserved that steps had been taken to collect the 
archives of this Province and matters pertaining to its past history, set- 
tlement, etc., and I understand an officer has been appointed to take 
charge of this work. 
The recorùs of the Crown Lands Department are a mine, wherein 
can be found records of settlement of the land, who took it and settled 
it, surveys, etc., but none of the Provincial records contain the communal 
life of the early settlers in the various townships. In order to establish 
a backbone for this ".ork, and a sound basis to commenee upon, I "yould 
fmggest that steps be taken to procur
 and have deposited in some !'mit- 
able place, in custodr of the Province, the minute books of the various 
municipalities dating from 1885 back to the beginning. These minute- 
books are rpc'ords of the communal life of the townships or municipal- 
ities. No doubt, in many cases, they will be meagre, but will furnish 
the groundwork for further research. Later on these minute books may 
he lost, and now is the time to take steps to secure them, and should 
they be required by the municipalities at any time the archives, officer 
appointed could readily give a certified copy of the extract requIred. 
In taking up the archæology of the Province and its early histoQ," 
my opinion is that the first w
rk ,should comm
nce at a modern date a.nd 
should work back to the begInnIng, as that IS the only way by whICh 
{'rrors can be avoide<l. For instance, by beginning with the history of 
the Province from the .Jesuit Rplations, matters that might be accepted 
as facts in the early work of the Archivist, at a later date might be 
upset, whereas if the work is sketched and tak
n up 
rom the prpsen t , 
whieh is known, then the past can be more readIly <leClphered. 
JOlIN ALLISTER CURRIE. 
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LIEUT.-CUL. E. CHCIKSHANK, NIAGARA FALLt), UNT, 


To th
 Honoul.able the PrenÚer: 
For the history of the French regIme in Ontario, there is a very 
considerable quantity of materials in the "Correspondence Générale" 
and the papers of the Collection de )loreau St. )léry, which have been 
transcribed from the Paris archives for the Canadian archives, Some 
of these papers were nu blished in the '.Documentary Histt>ry of New 
York," Brodhead and O'Callaghan, a good while ago, but most of them 
have never been printed in any form, There are also a good manl im- 
portant documents as yet unpublished in the "Haldimand Papers," the 
HBouquet Papers." and the "Colonial Office Records," bearing on this 
period, I ùo not think }Ir. Fraser could render any more important 
service to historical research in this Province than by collecting and 
publishing these documents. accompanied by an adequate translation 
when not written in English, and adding extracts in chronological 
order from the publications of Perrot, La Potherie, La Harpe, Charle- 
voix, De Kalm, and other contemporary travellers, the Jesuit Relations 
and the do('ulllentr-; published by 
largry. 
'fhe volume lately published by )11'. R, G. Thwaites, for the Wis- 
consin Historical Society, on the French régime in Wisconsin, is a fav- 
ourable example of such a compilation of ":llatériaux pour servir." 
ERKEST CRUII\:SHANK. 


,fA
IES BAIS, D.C.L" TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


DEAR )IR, FRASER: -I am much pleased to have an opportunity of 
congratulating you on your appointment as Provincial Archivist, and 
also the Province of Ontario on having become aware of the necessity 
for the preservation of its archives and of securing the services of one 
so well qualified as yourself. 
The different centennials have revealed to us the paucity of docu- 
ments relating to the early history of this Province and their scattered 
condition. )lany of the most important collections are in private hands 
and exposed to all th(' viC'issitud.es attending on such a condition, 
An experience of twenty years has convinced me that the confidence 
imparteù by the knowledge that the Govern
ent has assumed the task 
{):f .prpsen-ing and calendaring all dOCUlHPuts will he fully appn'ciated 
and meet with an ample return. 
I need hardly remind you of the treasure which exists in the official 
papers of Ontario, which have not so far been classified or arranged, 
If all the Departments could be induced to transfer their papers, 
prior to IS-H, to a central archives office, where the historian would have 
free and ('onsecutiye use of them, it would be a great boon, 
And not only the Plovincial papers, but in the same repository 
should be placed the records of towns, villages, counties, etc., prior to 
the same date. And then, the collections of family papers which are 
scattered over the length and breadth of the PrO\
illce, Some, like the 
Askin papers, haye been sold to the Americans, and others have been 
destroyed hv fire. but sufficient remains to furnÜ:h thp historian with 
the required details, if they could be consulted. 
If, in your Report, you could regularly print a certain number of 
unpublished letters and papers it would in time create a storehouse of 
interesting- and ntluahk matter, 
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-Especially, if occasionally this woulll include lW1Tati,"es of the 
period prior to settlement in 1 ì80, eithpr in .French or English. 
I trust that the a.ccomlllodation granted for usp will lw ample for 
all purposes of storing and (.ollecting papers, 
But :you haye no douht thoug.ltt thpsp matters all out, and have 
definite plans for your uperations. 
I wish YUU all success - as Y01.U SUl'CP:sS mC'ans the enriehmpnt of 
this Provine;. . 


Yours sÏ1}('C'rdy, 


J.nn:s 13AIX, 


RE\-. ,JOHX GILt Y, D,D.. OlULLL\, OXT. 


D.EAU MR. 1.'RAsEu: - "?hile congratulating- you up'Jn your appoint- 
mf'nt to the offif'e of Prm.-ilH;ial ....\rchiyist, as the rig'ht man in the right 
place, I wish to emphasize the very great importance of your OffiCfl, and 
the wide field of labour which you are called upon to pover. 
1'hfl future historians of Ontario shuuld, through your lahours, ob- 
tain ample ma.terials for vreparing re1ia hIe and intt>resting narratives 
of the progress and patient labours of thfl settlers, and of their succes- 
sors, who arp still in Xpw (hltario, .>ontiuuing' the mighty conflict, 
....\nd you will find Ill1.1ltihulps of documents in the Departments of 
the Provincial and Dominion Go,"ernlllf'uts, as wel] as in many homes 
throug-hout Ontario, which will requirp to hfl presprvPlI or f'op
ed, and 
so placed and arranged that thprp will bp easy af'f'('ss to them, 
This hripf and impC'rfpct stah'mput of what win hC' roquired from 
,\ ou in connpction with but a part of tlIP d utips dpvohinl1: upon you, 
cannot but convin('e the most skpptif'al of the IH'f'essity for such an 
officfl as yours, and TIt thp samp time imprp8s upon tlw intelligent mem- 
bers of the Lpgislative ÅS8pmbl
T thp nflPd of thpir aid and sympathy, 
and the npf'Pssity of gTanting 8uph a sum from tlIp l>rovincial Exphequer 
as win enable you to perform yonI' important dutip8 with pffipiency and 
success. 
Hoping that .vou will be ahle to makf-' your offif'p what you, yourself, 
and your fripuds, hopp aUlI dpsirp. I rpmain, 
)10st huh- vonrs 
J
HN GR
Y, 


PHOFESSOR L. E. HnR
IXG, \"If'TOl{L\ I
NI\
EHSITY_ 


l\1y DE.\R )Iu, FRASER:-As you know, I havp hf'en pugaged on 
SOlllP hihliogoraphipal work in connpctioll with OUI' liÜ'ratm'f', and I as- 
sure you it i.. no pasy matter to god information on parl) hooks and 
writers, or Oil hi
tori('al matteI'Jo; generally. Peop}p throwaway or burn 
old }pttf'I'S, old pamphlpts, old apC01.l1lt hooks, old minut(l hooks. old 
mapA, etf'., to make way for up,," hooks, papprr-;, ptp.. whi('h han-' not the 
\":1 l1.1e of r-;OTIlP or of m{)r-;t of t }lP
p old t hing-s. 
o, I hop,p you win be 
ablp to organize your work hoth in your OWII quarters a
 to f.ding, in- 
flexing. pt
., and also in rf'g'anl to pollf'ding, that 'yon may hp ahle to 
lay your hands on evprythinp: whi('h oug'ht to g'o to you. 
. To make your pol1pdiou of nsp to inn'stÜratol's, it will he uef'pssary 
to nu"h1ish li-:ts of :1P('f'l'sions qllitp fr(l(!,lPntl,V, pf'rhaps f'very quarter. 
and to han' a]
n a 

'oOll indpx of thesl' m
Hl(' from timp to timp and kept 
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up to date. uf course, of everything printed hy the different govern- 
mental departments you will have such a list, but tbere ought to be 
a copy, or even two, of all publications in Ontario put into :rour charge. 
"
ith regard to yuur collections, you might make use of fraternal 
societies, "''Old Boys' Associatiuns," a.nd "Teachers' Associations, ., 
From these latter a man or woman frum eaeh township could be inter- 
ested and a systematic search made for all valuahle matprial. Indeed, 
advantage n1Ìght be taken of Teacher!:!' Conventions to givp ins.truútion 
on the way to make collections. Then, too, there arfo a few Historical 

ocieties here and there, which might be increased in num her and put 
to work. 
I feel very strongly thp necessity of sptting to work ftt once to rescue 
the fast perishing sources of our history; and erel'yth ing is of use. 
I wish you every success in the work tu which you have been a}1- 
poinh'd. It will bp a labour of Im.'p, I am sure, and doubtless often of 
disappointment; but thpre is no more important work to be done, as a 
contribution to our history in all lines of de,'elopment, and I do hope 
to sep YOU succeed and 
uccPpd ahundantly. 
, . Yours n'rv sÎlwPl'eh- 
L'. E, HOR

X(.. 


l>nOFEsSOH ,T. SQL
\In, t
XIrEnSITY OF TOHOXTO, 


DEAR )1 U. -"-'UASER: The appointment of an Ardlivif.;t for Ontario 
is something' for \vhi(,h everyone inh'rested in the hif.;tory of our couutry 
will feel grateful. A good deal of hjstorical material ha
 hepn lost, hut 
enough still remains scattcred IlPI'P and thcl'e over the Province which 
ought to hf' collected and addpd to the DepartlllPlltal 
\rchives. It is 
to be hoped that .yOU willlw ahlp to stir up local hiHtoriC'aI soeietips and 
(Hd Boys' organizations to take a g:renter intprest ill aU that pprtains 
to our histnn. Douhtless W}Wll thpse so('ieties pOIlle to know your facil- 
ities for pn:scrvinp: and publishing' material tJwil' adiyÙ,\- win hp 
quiekpnf'lL 
\Vishing' you mu('h su('('ps:-; in your new nffi('e, 
I rcmain, 'yours yery truly, 


,}. SQr HR. 


l).\' THE DEYEL( )P)IEXT l ÞF HT
1'( n
T(,AL nESE.\TICH. 


Ih D..\sIJ) HEln KEYS, r XIYEll SITY Co LT. Era: , TOROXTO. 


Edward 
L Frpcman. th(
 historian of th(' Xorman COlHluP
t. and the 
mo.;t stimulating' of rpccnt ()xford l>rofps:-;ors of History, taug'ht with ('har- 
aCÍ(-'risti(' illsisten('p that the' gTPatpst di
covpry of that a
'e of dis.'oyprÙ>s. the 
lliuf'tpPllth epllhll'Y. was the di
woyprY of thf' historical Illethod. Xot onh- 
has this nwth()(l r
y()lutionizpd thp sh
dv of thosc s('ienccs which wprp fnrn;- 
erly .'aIler1 historica1. 811('h as law, phil
sophy, literahup, and thpol
'g'y, hut 
thp applieation of thp llwthod to the so-caned natural sf'if'llcPS has produccd 
tllP most remarkahle dpyplopulPllt and g'iYf'll to tllP study of nature a so1i- 
da rity whi(.h it llPycr had lwfnre. In short. the "holf' Darwinian fa hric of 
Eyolutiol1 i
 ha<';(,ll on the app1i('a1ion of thp histnri('al method to thp .invpsti- 
goa1 ion of t hp fa(.ts of ni()log'
'. Ro illtimatpl.'- is thc idea of pyolntion COll- 
llE'd(,ll with thc Iwme of Darwin an(l thp suhjcd of natural sciencp. that it 
,,-ill pr(lhahly 1)(' a surprisp to man." r'ulhlrp,l f('a(kl's to 1par11 tlwt this illca. 
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of st.udy
ng the development of the modern from the arrhaic was really an 
applIcatIon from the comparative method of modern philolog-y, as taught hy 
the early German masters of that science, of whom the leatler wå
 .T aroh 
Grimm. 
Let us trace the history of this hiAtorieal methoò. ,J acoh Grimm got it 
fronl the great German jurist, Yon Savigny, who was G1Ïmm's Law Pro
 
fessor at the little fT niversity of )1al'burg now famed as the home of Vietor, 
the great German phonetician, Yon Ravigny had derived the impulse to 
this historiral method of study, ,,-hi('h hp applied to thE:; subjt'f"t of Roman 
Law, from his own old "Law'Professor at the Universjty of Goettingen," 
(or Göttingen) to quote from the Anii-JacobÙ1. Hugo, in turn, 
ot his 
n- 
spiration from the famous chapter on the Roman Law (44) in Gibbon's 
Dec'line and Fall. 1Yhen 
lr. Boffin was listening to )11'. 1Vegg he had no 
idea that the germ of the great scientific growth which produced the "Orlg-in 
of Species," six years before Dickens wrote "Our :Mutual Friend," was a 
chapter in Gibbon'
 book. "The world," says Emerson, "globes itself in a 
drop of dew." It is both interesting and comforting to find that after all 
not only did our English Darwin make the greatest application of the 
method, hut our Engli
h Gibbon was its first source nearly a century before. 
But, as in too many other cases, the Germans, with their greater intellec- 
tual activity, due to tht, eX1Slence, fOI" centurieb, oi 
 score of universities de
 
voted to the higher learning, were able to develop the germ in many direc- 
tions long before Darwin wrote his "Origin of Species,". In the casp of 
Jacob Grimm, in particular, the importanee of the AhHly of .the early forms 
of law, of language, of literature, of institutions, and of religion was so ap- 
parent that he found nothing too old or too trivial to be overlooked in his 
epoch-making investigations into the early life of the Germans. He was 
scoffed at for his devotion to the unimportant. He might have answered 
"Genius is the power of making use of trifles." His work, based on his 
laborious study of every little' scrap of antique learning or antiquated cus- 
tom marked an era. It was the real German renaissance-the rebirth of 
the old Teuton feeling which had been claimed in the bonds of an iron frost 
now loosened by the mellowing influence o
 this enthusiasm for the t.hings 
of old. In 1806, Arnim and Brentano, prompted by Srhkgel's regret that 
Germany had nothing' like England's Percy Ballads, collected and published 
that great mine of literary material known as "Des I\.naben \Vunderhorn,'" 
"The Boy's )1agic Horn," "1Vithout it," says I)aul, "German lyric poc.try 
of the nineteenth century ,,"ould have been impossihle." So much for his- 
toric resear('h in its influence upon literature. 
Its influenre upon lift' was yet greater, This re
earch inspiring the 
poets with intf'use lovf' of fatherland they in turn, aic1pd by the powprful 
influen('e whiC'h the> German proft'ssors have always exprted upon their 
ardf'nt a.nd C'nthusiastiC' students, hrought about, first, the war of lihf'r
,tion, 
and thpn the intense desire for a united Fatherland, which our own genera- 
tion has grow Ll familiar with as an accomplished fact, but which forty years 
1:\0'0 looked like a younO' man's vision that no old man dreamed of st'eing. 
I"" 1Vhile> these mom
ntous results wpre being brought about during the 
cour
p of the last centurv, the ardor for historical study had led to an almost 
inf'redible adivitv in i
vestigation and research. 
very provin('e in (7pr- 
many, to Ray nothing of th.e vario?s kingdoms, 'Gra.ndd
chies, Du.k
dmns, 
principalitips and so forth, lIdo whlrh the old confedprahon WflS dlvHlr'fl- 
each and all havp t1lf'ir historical sOf'ieties, issuing volume after volume> of 
old records from the past, such as those which the Archivist of Ontario will 
from hen('eforth elllleavor to proC'urp, Here, in Toronto, one may read in 
the Canadian Institute, the historical memoirs of the Göerres GesellRchaTt. 
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named a
ter the Heidelberg professor mentioned, of the historical society for 
the ProvInces of Posen, of Lower Saxonv of the Steiermark (Styria), an 
Austrian frontier province not much larger than Lake Ontario. In the 
University Library there are nearly fifty publications, added to which was 
a recent University "Study on the Anglo-Saxon Scop," or minstrel, of 
which fully half are German, some linguistic, others literary, others his- 
torical, but all interested in a subject of this antiquarian nature. 
'llhe mere list of these publications would give an idea of the extent to 
which historical J'esearch is now being pushed in all civilized countries. 
Germany, the great intellectual workshop of the world, leads the "\Ian. .Hut 
:France spends many thousands of francs on this object, though the great 
.collections of early days, those of Guizot and lluchon and Petitot, the last 
in l
l volumes, might seem to give enough material. The amount of infor- 
mation published in connection with the :French Revolution is enough of 
itself to daunt the stoutest heart of any but a German student. In Italy, 
the home of Academies, this work is being pursued with even greater vigor. 
Milton and Goldsmith were attracted by these Italian academies in the sev- 
.enteenth and eighteenth centuries. Every large city has its own.. academy, 
and supports it with a civic pride to which we have, unfortunaTely, no par- 
allel. Let the reader pay a visit to the Canadian Institute and be convinced 
of the wealth of material sent out Ly Italy', The Archivio Giottologico, 
formerly edited by Ascoli, the greatest of Italian scholars, now in charge of 
Salvioni, his most distinguished pupil, is devoted especially to the history 
of the lang-uage and literature, and ranks among the best of such journals 
in the world. Its twenty volumes are in the University Library. 
N or are the smaller and less opulent nations behindhand in this work. 
Effete Spain has its Royal Academy of History publishing a great volume 
every year; immature Brazil has its historical annual; both Hussia and 
Japan are actively carrying on this historical rivalry. In the northern 
nations of Europe, the impulse derived from Germany has grown with time, 
80 that new there is no less devotion to the study of antiquity in Sweden and 
Norway than in Germany itself. 
But while all these countries are liberal in their support of the work of 
an archivist, it is on this continent and by individual States of the Union 
that the most munificent treatment has been accorded to the historical 
student. New York, Pennsylvania, .Michigan, "\Visconsin, 
Iinnesota are 
all showing an admirable spirit of liberality in looking after the collection 
and publication of the records of their past. The publications of the Wis- 
consin Htate Historical Society are a credit to the State as well as to their 
learned editor. 
That many of these publications deal rather with Canadian history than 
with that of 'Visconsin does not lessen our appreciation of this work, but 
should stir in us an ambition to do something for ourselves and at once set 
about collèctjng those materials which are still available. Every citizen of 
Ontario, with a due sense of patriotic pride in the past history of the Pro- 
vince, must feel relieved to think that Ontario is taking her place officially 
in the list of those States and Provinces which recognize the importance of 
collecting and preserving the materials for historical research, 
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Suggestions as to Compiling the History of a Township. 


(1) A IDap of thl' Township oug'ht to lw furnislwd, 
(2) Introdud()r
': Orig-in of thE' Township-('hang-es in its houndaries- 
brief referenf'f's to ff'atures of its industrif's - -anything spf'f'lal re- 
lating to ih; urhan f'ommunities, E'tc. 
(;1) Chaptpl' on ph
-sif'a 1 fE'aturf's - -natural history; fauna, flora, g'pology, 
etc, 
(4) History of ppoplp and plaf'ps, il1ustratE'd if pOl'isibll:' hy pidurcs of 
noted l'psidf'llts, dWE'l1ing housps, sf'hools, (.hur('hps: of hpalltiful 
lalldsf'apE' a:qd hits of natural scpnery, 
(5) ..\ (Oomplf'tp list of pla('f' names with thf'ir df'riyation 


SIll 1-'H.L'\(,]S PAU
lL\\".E: 
"'1'11(' hi
tory of a ('oun1y or of a township, if }HO})('rly in'"E'sti- 
g'atl'd, dil'iintprs thE' Inost important fa('ts with n'gard to thp g'pnf'ral 
statf' all(l ('OlHlition of sOf'iE'ty, giyin
r facts instpad of 1hporÌps, 
fig'un's illstpad of snrmisps." 
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-[4:XTUACT FROM PROCLAMATION 0.1<' 1792, FORMING THE COUNTY OF DURHAM, 
"That the thirteenth of the said counties be hereafter called by the 
name of the County of Durham, which County is to be bounded on the 
east by the westernmost line of the County of Northumberland, on the 
south by Lake Ontario, until it meets the westernmost point of Long 
Beach, thence by a line running north 16 degrees west, until it intersects 
the southern boundary of a tract of land belonging to the :Mississauga 
Indians, thence along the said tract, parallel to Lake Ontario, until it 
meets the north-westernmost boundary of the County of N orthumber- 
land. " 


NOTE8: The ('onnt
. of Durham ((/) is di,.jded into six towllships, viz: Hope (b) 
Cavan (c), Clarke (d), :\Jan,ers (e), Darlington (f), Cartwright (a). 
The Township of Clarke was smT('
'ed in lï9ï by A. l\IcDonell, Deputy Surveyor- 
General. (a) Named after the County of Durham, England. (b) After Lieutenant- 
Governor Henr
' Hope, .Administrator for Goverllor Carleton during absence. (c) After 
the County of Cavan, Ireland. (d) After l\Iajor-General Alured Clarke, Lieutenant- 
Governor 'of Canada, (e) .After Charles Pif'rrepoint, Earl Manvel's. (f) After Darl- 
ington, England. (a) In honor of Ron. Rid13rd Cartwright, a native of Albany, N, Y., 
who Eettled at Kingston; was grandfatllf'r. of Hon, HiI' Richard ,J. Cartwright, 1[in- 
ister of Trade and Commerce for Canada. 
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Dun HA:\I COUKTY: GEOLOGICAL FEATURES.. 


Except for a few low outcrops of ancient shale and limestone be- 
longing to Cambor-Silurian times in the southern part, Durham County 
is covered with ilrift deposits belonging to the very latest period of the 
world's history, the Pleistocene. At the close of the Ice Age, the edge 
of the great glacial sheet, which had covered all eastern Canada, haIted 
in the front townships of Durham and piled up a great range of morainic 
hills, partly of boulder clay, often very stony, and partly kame-like 
with sand and gravel. These rough irregular hills crossing the coun- 
try from east to west, and sending a projection as far south as Newton- 
vine, form its most striking geographic feature. 
'Vhen the ice had withdrawn farther but still fined the valley of 
the St. Lawrence at the Thousand Islands, the basin now occupied by 
Lake Ontario was, of course, filled with water from Niagara River, and 
a larger and deeper lake than the present one, Lake Iroquois, as it has 
been named, covered the southern edge of the county, cutting its shore 
in the boulder clay hills of the old moraine and piling up beaches and 
gravel bars across the mouths of bays. The old beach is easily followed 
by its shore cliffs and gravel ridges to the north of Bowmanville and 
Newcastle, Orono resting on a gravel bar; but a great promontory extends 
some miles to the southward near Newtonville which is at the foot of 
the old cliff. In this part of the county, the Kingston Road runs on 
Iroquois gravel deposits. North of Port Hope, the shore recedes in a 
deep bay 
ith a prominent island a mile or two off shore. Where the 
jlidland Railway climbs the hill at Quay's gravel pit, the shore deposits 
and cliff are very well displayed. 
Perhaps the most interesting feature of this old beach is the fact 
that it is no longer horizontal but tilts un toward the north-east at the 
rate of about three feet to a mile. At Quay's gravel pit its elevation 
above Lake Ontario Ìs 312 feet; near Whitby, in the next county to the 
west. it is only 261 feet above it. 
When the' ice dam which blocked the north-west end of Lake 
Iroquois thawed away. -the lake was drained, and for a time the basin 
may have been at the level of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, though the 
water remained fresh. Finally, the continued elevation toward the 
north-east raised the outlet and enclosed the present Lake Ontario, 
bringing us down to recent conditio
s. This may have taken place from 
2,500 to 17,000 ypars ago, and the commencement o:f Lake Iroquois must 
probably be pla('f'(l twice as far back, the beaches of old Lake Iroquois 
and of the present 1..:1 ke Ontario requiring :for their formation most of the 
time since Niagara :Falls began to cut its canyon back from Queenston 
Heights. 



\. P. COLEMAN'. 


* See sketch map on next pltg'e. 
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. 
THE SETTLEMENT OF DURHAM COUNTY.- 


I realize, in undertaking to speak be:fore Durham Old Boys about 
the connections of my :family with Durham County, that I am probably 
addressing gentlemen who are :far better acquainted with the :facts o:f 
history connected with this county than I am. But, be this as it may, 
I shall take the liberty to discuss the settlement of my direct ancestors in 
Durham County, or, more definitely speaking, in Darlington township, 
as being the first to settle in that locality. 
My direct ancestor, Roger Conant, who ultimately was the first set- 
tler in Durham County, lived in Massachusetts at the outbreak o:f the 
American Revolution. He, unlike his two brothers, re:fused to join the 
patriot army. He had been educated :for the law, and had attended 
Yale University, and owned several thousand acres o:f land in Massachu- 
setts and New Hampshire, :Money was a scarce commodity, and for his 
large property Roger Conant could only get together $5,000. This he 
obtained in gold, and in 1777 he set out from the vicinÍfy o:f Boston with 
his. family. Their conveyance was a covered wagon drawn by two 
horses, and following was an ox-team drawing a cart, laden with house- 
hold goods. His first stop was at Hudson River, where he seems to have 
remained :for some time. But Governor Simcoe's offer o:f grants o:f land 
in Upper Canada to those who would come and occupy them hurried 
ROg'er Conant's journey. Arriving at the mouth o:f the Niagara River 
and hiring a flat scow to convey himself and his :family across, he landed 
at Newark, then the capital of Upper Canada. There he met Governor 
Simcoe, who tried to persuade him to go up Y onge St. to lands on Lake 
Simcoe. But, not wishing to leave the shores o:f Lake Ontario, he re- 
:fused. Following the lake shore, they at last reached the site o:f York, 
then a cluster o:f Indian wigwams. But he did not stop here, and con- 
tinued his journey still :farther east on the shore o:f the Lake. 
It was late autumn and provision must be made for man and beast. 
October was upon them and winter near. They ultimately reached a 
spot which seemed to suit their exact convenience, and this, because it 
provided :food both for the cattle and horses and :for the settlers them- 
selves. It was the mouth o:f a little creek, known as Barber's Creek, 
which flows into Lake Ontario about two miles east o:f the western 
dounty line o:f Durham County, and 5 miles west of Bowmanville har- 
bour. This creek, I think, does not empty into Lake Ontario at the 
same place now as it did when Roger Conant settled there. It has some- 
what deviated :from its old course, but there still can be traced the place 
where it emptied into Lake Ontario wh
n Roger Conant settled in that 
locality. It was a meadow, and dense marsh grass grew there, which 
the early settler was quick to observe would provide food :for his beasts 
during- the coming winter. Anq, again, this same little stream was to 
provide :food :for himself and his :family also. Salmon ascended the 
crepk in N ovpmber in great numbers, and this would serve as their win- 
ter's :food. Here they finallv located and set about building a log' cabin, 
the founòation o:f whiC'h still remains close by the waters o:f Lake On- 
tario. They brouO'ht their distaff, and were, to a cprtain extent, in de- 
pendpnt of thp whole world for their existence. Hemp seed too they 
brou!1'ht with thf'm, O"t).:1 on lv la
t F:UIDmpr while visiting the spot I :found 
growing there several stalks o:f the long hemp which originally they 
grew there. 


* RCAct bC'fore till' Dnrham 01.1 Roy..." .b
(...i!ltion" 
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It was truly a grand existence. The virgin forest around them still 
stood untou
hed by !he hand. of the red man, who, up to this time, had 
cont
nted hImself wIth huntIng the beasts of the forest or catching- the 
fish In the streams. The region about them was a perfect result of the 
c:eation of God, as indeed is the whole of Durham County at the present 
tIme. It was a new world, a world just to be opened to the influence 
of civilized man. 
T
e remainder of the fall they spent in building their cabin and in 
preparIng for the severe Canadian winter which they knew was inevit- 

bIe. Roger Conant was a literary man, having graduated from Yale 
In 1765, and he brought with him some books, which, no doubt were 
company for him during the long winter months. Governor Sim
oe had 
told Roger Conant, when he saw him at Newark, that when he had fixed 
on a location, he was to blaze the limits of the farm on the lake shore 
he wòuId like to have, and that he, the Governor, would see that he 
got his patents for the area so blazed. So, after the log cabin had been 
completed, he, in accordance with the Governor's offer, began to blaze 
out the land which he wished to own. But Roger Conant was content 
with comparatively little, and only blazed out some 800 acres altogether. 
It is to be regretted by myself, an
 indeed by all of his direct descend- 
ants, that he did not blaze out at least a township. The lots so blazed 
were, precisely speaking, lots 28, 29, 30, and 31 in broken front, Darl- 
ington tow:r;!.ship, Durham County. The reason he did not blaze more 
is undoubtedly becal.!.se blazing involved considerable labour, since 
 
st,!aight line must be made out from 1?laze to blaze, and again, the early 
settler did not have any thought of any future value of the land thus 
acquired. He did not, consequently, bother blazing more than 800 
acres. The blazing being completed, the settlers set about clearing 
away the forest, and the whole winter was . spent in logging. In the 
following autumn they reaped the bounteous harves-t which the virgin 
soil in its abundant fertility yielded. 
But Roger Conant was not content to live like this. He had 
brought considerable money with him from New England, and this he 
proposed to use to some advantag'e. Furs and furs only would bring 
money, so with the capital which he possessed, he made his way to :Mont- 
real by canoe, and there, about 1799, had Durham boats built. 'l'hey 
were broad-brimmed open flat boats, and strongly built for rowing or 
towing. These he filled with blankets, knives, ammunition and the 
like to trade with the Indians for furs. With these boats he returned 
to Durham County and his home. He went nòrth with his goods to 
trade with the Indians, to the shores of Lake Scugog in Durham 
County. Trading with the Indians generally began in the early morn- 
inn', and the Indians were informed of the trader's presence by the 
firing of three guns at sundown in quick succession. U PO? this signal 
the Indians would hasten to the trader to exchange theIr furs. The 
dealing was necessarily very slo
, as an Indi
n will trade only one skin 
at a time, and the bargain concerning that skIn m
st be funy ?ompleted 
before he win enter upon another deal. But havIng' finally dIsposed of 
all his goods, Roger Conant would return to the lake shore to get an- 
other supply for trading purposes.. . 
It was St hard life, but Roger Conant dId not suffer, beIng a man of 
very remarkable physique. .They generally arr
ve
 at th
 trading 
grounds in the evening, and It was neces
ary to waIt tIn mornIng before 
('ommencing operations, Therefore, havIng' cut some boughs for a bed, 
they would soon 1)(' covered with their robes and, before long, sound 
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asleep. It was more often the case than not that they awoke in the 
morning to find five or six inches of snow covering them, and they then 
no longer wondered why they slept so warm. 
Roger Conant amassed considerable wealth in this way, both from 
his fur trading and from his sale of potash, which was the Qnly other 
means of making money at that time. Potash then brought some $140 
per barrel, and this, with the fur trading, helped to make wealth for 
my ancestors and others. , 
:Maple sugar making, too, although it did not enrich the settler any, 
added greatly to his home comforts. The sugar in the dense woods of 
that time was easily obtainable, both on account of the great nu
ber 
of maples standing then, and also on account of the density of the woods. 
But when the desire :for fur trading had been satisfied, Roger 
Conant once more turned to his domestic duties. A small portion of the 
blazed area had already been cleared, but it was necessary to clear more. 
Thet which they grew upon this area was the main part of their food. 
There was no mill nearer than Kingston, and as taking grain this dis- 
tance tö be ground would involve too much time and labour, the settler 
sought to disçover an easier method of having his wheat ground into 
flour. And now the ingenuity of a settler in need was brought to use. 
With a burnt-out stump as a mortar, and a billet of wood as a pastle, 
he pounded or crushed the wheat, thus producing a kind of flour. But 
crud
 as it was, it served the purpose well, and was satisfying to the 
wants of the early settler. Their distaff served to provide them with 
clothing, and altogether they lived a :fairly happy and contented life. 
That which they grew upon this area was the main part of their food. 
which flowed past their door and the victims of their trusty guns, served 
as their chief diet, together with a kind of bread that was produced 
:from wheat which they themselves ground up. Game there was and 
plenty of it. There were a great many bears about the vicinity, and 
the settlers often encountered th
m while at work. The deer also, at 
that time, came to the shore of Lake Ontario for water, and no doubt 
many of them fell a victim to the settler's rifle. W 01 ves were very 
numerous, but Conant did not suffer from them very much, since his 
abode was surrounded on two sides of a triangle by the lake and by the 
creek and he cpuld keep a large fire burning at the other side if they 
became at all threatening. The Hudson's Bay boats could occasionally 
be seen going' up or down the lake, and this helped to wear away the 
monotony of their spcluded life. 
Of the sons o:f Roger Conant it may be said that, although capable 
men, they were at a grievous disadvantage because of their lack of educa- 
tion. Education oould not be obtained in Old Upper or Lowpr Canada 
as easily then as now, There were no schools there in :fact, and had' 
there been any, there would have been no pupils. Consequently, we 
find Conant's sons possessing grand physical health, but with little edu- 
cation. They felled the forest, and obtained from the soil the crops 
that in its virgin state it is alwa:,'s ready to yield. 
Roger Conant died a verV' large real estate owner, This part of his 
possessions is duly scheduled. But of his hoard of g-old no mention is 
made. 1t is strongly believed by many of his descendants that he buried 
it, but why he did so is a mystery, On the farm at Darlington on which 
he rElsided, a few years before his death he took a large :famjly iron bake- 
kettle, and placing his gold in it, he buried it. Ro thpre is a treasure 
yet to be discovered by some fortunate person bpneath the depth of 
But we ha\'e been discussing- pvents that took place npÎore any real set- 
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tlement began in Darlington, or more generally speaking, in Durham 
County. The Burks and the Trulls settled in Darlington soon after the 
Conant8, and in about the same locality. These were the earliest pio- 
needs who settled down in the thèn impenetrable forest. They built log 
:-;hanties ,,-ith bark roofs, plastered on the inside with mud, and their 
only neighbors, or rather occasional callers, were Indians. They were 
never very troublesome, but caused considerable anxiety, being armed 
and equipped. But open hostilities were as- a general thing avoided. 
They all took up land, and even at the present time there are Burks 
living in Darlington, who own the very lands that were originally re- 
claimed b:r their ancestors. r:rhese families are among the best and 
most prominent in Durham County. 
O:f the land which was originally possessed by Roger Conant, none 
is now o,,-ned by any Conant. There were four sons and two daughters 
in the family. Thomas Conant, my great-grandfather, was foully mas- 
l5acred in 1838 during the Canadian Revolution by a dispatch bearer. 
This accounts for the fact that we, his direct descendants,. do not pos- 
sess any of the original proper-ty. However, we do possess at Port 
ORhawa, four miles west, some o:f the property which was owned and" oc- 
cupied by Da.vid Annis, who ""as a brother-in-law o:f Roger Conant, 
and who came :from 
lassachusetts with him. 
The first actual settlement of Darlington took place in 1794, and 
from this date onward the number o:f settlers steadily increased. The 
grandeur of this part of the country no doubt attracted many. A cen- 
sus in 1829 shows there were 118 people in Darlington. A post-office 
was established there about the same year, and we already had the 
nucleus of a fine township. 
Bowmanville, named a:fter a man by the name of Bowman, a Mont- 
real merchant, who at Bowmanville owned a large property, including 
the mill privileg'e, sprang into existence soon after this. It was incor- 
porated as a village in 1853, and as a town in 1858. Now we have in 
Bowmanville one of the finest towns of its size in Ontario, possessing 
a fin
 harbour and many subi'tantial residences and superb schools. 
But to driv
 through Durham County at the present time and see 
the comfortable dwellings of the prosperous :farmers and the well-cul- 
tivated land stretched out before us, we are apt to forget that our an- 
cestors alone are worthy of credit for this. They :found Durham County 
a dense and impenetrable forest covered with heavy timber, but they 
left it a county which is one of the finest in Ontario, both as to fertility 
of soil and as to the larO'e number of its inhabitants, direct descendants 
of tho
e who, through Jilig'ent labour, opened up for us this vast and 
fair domain. 


GORDON D, CONA!\T. 
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THE SETTLING OF THE RENWIÒKS IN CLARKE.- 


The Renwicks, of Clarke,. came to Canada in 1833. Herbert Ren- 
wick, o:f Beattock, the head of the :family, had been a substantial yeo- 
man o:f Covenanting stock and Covenanting character, dwelling near 
:Moffat, Du:infriesshire. The social discontent of the period it was that 
seems to have moved him to leave his old -home; and he decided to go 
to Canada because there, in a land where the settler might, he was told, 
obtain fertile acres for the asking, he expected to be able to provide 
for his growing family better than was possible in Scotland. So in 
the spring of seventy years ago he and his good wife, Sara 1Vightman, 
disposed of all their heavy furniture, packed their carpets, bedding, and 
clothing, their china and silver, their fire-irons and :fender, the works 
of the family clock,-uncased and stowed like a dead thing-candle- 
sticks, cooking utensils, saddles, and spinning-wheel; gathered about 
them their eight children and the two dogs; and set off to Annan, 
whence they crossed Solway Firth in a coal sloop to 1faryport and took 
passage on the two-masted brig "Argus" of Newfoundland for Quebec. 
After an uneventful voyage of sixty-five days, the "Argus" reached 
Grosse Isle, and her arriva
 was signaled by tossing up red and white 
balls, doubtless in accordance with a code. The health officers at Grosse 
Isle seem to have been rather uncivil, and the proximity å:f a party oÎ 
light-fingered Irish immigrants in quarantine caused the passengers oÎ 
the "Argus" further inconvenience. Indeed, so averse were our proud 
Scots folk to occupying a portion of the same poor quarters as their fel- 
lows from the Emerald Isle, that they pre:ferred to camp on the rocks 
with their outspread washing for two whole nights. After a detention o:f 
some sixty hours they proceeded to Quebec and landed there, going 
later to 1fontreal. Thence a number o:f the steerage passengers departed 
for By town, now Ottawa, there to emþark on slow-moving Durham boatB 
that would convey them to Lake Ontario by way of the Rideau Canal. 
Possibly the Renwicks' baggage accompanied them. However, as Wil- 
liam, who was the eldest boy of the :family, though as yet not seven- 
teen, was not well at the time, his :father decided to proceed westward, 
:for on taking that direction he was determined-by the more pleasant 
and expeditious means of stage and steamer up the valley of the St. 
Lawrence. 
The party at last brought up at where is now Cobourg' the house 
where they lodged :1t Hull's Corners, north of the town y
t stands in 
good repair. Cobourg in those days must have posses;ed :for the re- 
moter set
lers something. of the glamour of a rural metropolis. Not 
only was It on the stage hne :from :l\fontreal to York, and in reO'ular com- 
munication with the latter place by steamboat, but it had s
hools and 
churches and was the seat of a new Wesleyan College, founded in 1830. 
Leaving their family safely ensconced at Hull's Corners, Herbert 
Renwick and his son William set out on :foot to prospect in the country 
to the westward, where unoccupied :farms could probably be had nearer 
to the lake :front than in other parts, Clarke having been settled less 
early, it is said, than neighboring townships, owing to the more broken 
c
aracter 
f its 
ur:face. At some spot between Port Hope and Newton- 
vIlle the pedestrians fell in with two clergymen sitting on a log. These 
gentlemen proved to be Reverend Messrs. Thornton and Proudfoot. 
United Presbyterian missionaries, then on their way to "congregate'; 


* H('nd bcforf' the ))urlHim Old Boys" A"'''o('ÌlttÌCtIl. 
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Port Hope, that is, to form a congregation there. By them our two 
wayfarers were directed to one who usually had a number of farms for 
sale, 
Ir. 'Villiam 
IcIntosh, :father of Dr. 
lcInto
h, of :Newcastle. 
The immigrants seem to have been disillusioned by this time regarding 
the current methods of granting public lands to settlers, They found 
that there was an intermediary, the Canada Company, which shared 
with the làbourer the generosity of nature and the Crown, How- 
ever, "Beatock," as his friends used to call him, from the name of his 
Scottish farm, was not deterred from s
tling in Clarke because land 
there had to be bought, for he had with him ready money. The posses- 
sion of coin of the realm was a considerable advantage in those days, 
when most people paid in kind, and "Beatock" did not fail to recogl!-ize 
the fact. They say that he so regularly inquired, when bargaining :for 
a purchase, what the lowest price was for cash, that he won for himself 
the nickname of "('1
...t," Renwick. That, however, is by the way. To 
return to the travellers, they obeyed the directions of their new-found 
:friends, and at length, after passing through N ewtonville and Cran- 
dell's Corners, the embryonic Newcastle, they arrived at 
{cIntosh'8 
store and house just beyond the town line in Darlington, l!-ext to a 
farm afterwards owned by the then seven-year-old Walter Renwick. 
Mr. :McIntosh, accompanied by :Mr. R. Fairbairn, father of the present 
postmaster of BowmanviHe, and others drove the home-seekers out in 
a wagon to see a farm in the :fourth concession of Clarke. On the way, 
the party passed through the Butterfield settlement on the third line 
near the crossroads now known as Trickey's Corners. The land here- 
about seems to have been owned at one time bv a man named Butter- 
field. It had been acquired the previous spri
g by a little colony of 
English Methodists that included the Bellwoods, }'Iiddletons, Bla('k- 
burns, and Hills. Mr. Bellwood invited all in to have a cup of tea, and 
it is significant of the lonesomeness that oppressed the heart of t4e 
leader of our little Dumfriesshire band that this simple act of hospital- 
ity roused in him a feeling of unfailing gratitude. In after years, the 
proximity of this little English community meant much to him and to 
his whole family. For the property, hundred acres in extent, that Ren- 
wick was then going out to inspect proved so satisfactory that, the sixth 
of September, for three hundred pounds, Upper Canada currency, it was 
purchased. The previous occupant was one Eleazar Baldwin, yeoman, 
of Clarke, who had received the deed of it from the Canada Company 
only nine days before, in consideration of the sum of fifty-six pounds, 
five shillings. The improvements on the place had. doubtless. been 
made by him already. 
The t'!:o prospectors, after having thus selected their farm, re- 
turned to bring up the rest of their family. In Port Hope, they hired 
one team of horses and bought another-the first, I have heard it said, 
ever owned in Clarke-and an mounted wagons to go to the new home. 
The road was dry and good, but to the older pilgrims it must have been 
a gloomy way. Virgin forest clothed both side
 of the track, bping 
broken only here and there by the five, ten, or twenty-acre clem'ing 
about the log house and outbuildings of some earHer immigrant. There 
was no Orono then, and no road to it. At the top of the hill, just north 
of where 
fr. Peter Stalker's house now stands, the blazed trail swerved 
to the north-west, crossed the creek below by the rudest of log bridges, 
climbed out of the little valley of the stream, and ended with the 
family's journey. The farm to which they had come, and to which 
was given the name of "Hopetown" in remembrance of the benevolent 
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Earl, who owned the distant Beatock, consisted of one hundred acres, 
as stated above, and lay at the corner of the fourth 1ine and the first 
side-road west of the present highway from Newcastle to Orono. The 
clearing comprised two or three good-sized fields and on it were a log 
cabin and a frame barn. The cabin consisted of one room with an 
overhead loft and a "lean-to." Its fire-place was of stone, but there 
was a great hole in the back wall. The chimney was made of clay 
nd 
sticks. Before winter the fire-place was repaired and three more rooms 
were built. From Baldwin, besides cows, sheep, and pigs, oxen had 
been purchased. With-and against-these oxen the older boys strove, 
and learned to I plough the soil and pull the stumps. The trees with 
which they had to contend were maple, beech, ironwood and basswood. 
A very few pines grew in the neighborhood, and there were also in the 
swamps, I surmise, some cedar.s. The settlers lived, how
ver, in a 
hardwood bush. And dense it was. On the farm to the east dwelt a 
family named Perkins, but it was months before the Renwicks were 
aware of their presence. Mrs. Renwick afterwards said the first smoke 
she perceived rising from that near-by chimney was the pleasantest 
sight she ever saw. But she and her older daughters can have had lit- 
tle time for repining. For the country housewife's duties in those days 
included not merely sweeping and dusting and cooking, and darning 
and mending, but baking: carding, spinning, knitting, weaving, tailor- 
ing, and the making of not butter only, but cheese and soap and candles 
and a variety of things more. 'Vhere the family got its footwear at 
this time I do not know. Later, jt was the custo
m to have a cobbler call 
and make boots for the whole household before he departed. Out-of- 
doors, the men, except when tilling the soil and tending the stock, were 
laying low the giants of the forest, burning their carcases, and, in sea- 
son, boiling their blood to sugar, , 
The little ones of the family and their dogs, meanwhile, enjoyed 
their new experiences intensely. A favorite resort for wee Walter and 
Elizabeth was Sabine's sawmill, off to the south of their home on the 
creek above mentioned. 
Ir. Sabine was a man of kindly disposition, 
and spent many a spare hour making wooden dolls for his visitors. 
But before long the children found themselves under the necessity 
of spending a large part of each day in school. To reach the little log 
school-house, they had to walk two miles or so through the bush to what 
later became Trickey's Corners. On the south-eastern corner it was 
that :Mr. Thompson, a Yorkshire friend of the Bellwoods, with ,,-hom 
he lived and at whose home he died, held sway over some twenty or 
thirty scholars. The dominie impressed himself upon my grand-aunt 
Elizabeth as a man of very superior character. The incapacity of 
growing age compelled him to retire from his school in 1845 or a little 
later. 
Sunday-school ,,-as conducted in the school-house weekly by the 
Blackburns. At this earliest period-1833-thpre was no church-no 
Presbyterian church at any rate-for the Renwick's to attend. Soon. 
however, fortnightly services were begun by the Rev. John CaRsie, * of 
Port Hope, in Newtonville. In 1837, the congregation of Newton- 
ville obtained a pastor of its own in the person of Rev. George Law- 
rence, the first Presbyterian minister in that neighborhood, if not in the 
whole c
untYJ to receive a regular call from the people of the com- 


* Rev. Dr" Gre}::!, in hi... hi t"r
 of the Pre,.bytel"ÌHII .hu'VI.h in ('8nMhl, rl'fc'r" to :\k. Cfl
si(> tllll,,: :\11 
f'n..."ie "as IlnntÏ\l' "f f'eterhe'I.L .-\"er(lf<en
hir.." He \ul."orònineò 1\ mi!',iOlIlI.T\' to Cnllfllh1 in l:-;:H, Ilnd \\n" 
inònl'ted to the ('hllrgl' lit "(,r[ HOI'(' in ]:-.,3
)" 11(' TI\'t'a(']Il'c! O!H'l' a f()rtuight in the I'm\ n"'hip of Clarke. 
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munity . Nevertheless, according to the rules of the Church, Mr. Law- 
rence had first to spend a probationary year with his backwoods parish- 
ioners as a missionary. Fòr this twelvemonth he lived with Herbert 
Renwick, whose hous
 was a kind of lay-manse always.' Some time be- 
tween 1838 and 1841 a second congregation was established, and to this 
body 
lr, Lawrence ministered for many years. His church was erected 
on the fifth line, near Mount Tom, on property belonging to )lr. Thomas 
WaddèlI. The old graveyard still exists, though unused. Before their 
church buildings wpre erected, both congregations mentioned met in 
convenient barns. 
lr. Lawrence, it may be remarked, was a farmer as 
well as a pastor, and worked the property now occupied by 
lr. James 
Hunter, of the fifth concession. 
But to return to the Renwick family, on the thirtieth of September, 
1835, l\lr, Renwick acquired the Perkins farm next him on payment of 
two hundred and fifty pounds. Perkins himself had not held the title 
of this farm for more than a few days, though he ha(llived on the place 
longer. The former owner was George Ball, Esq., of Niagara, who 
disposed of his property to Perkins for a fifth of what the latter received 
for it. On this new farm, which was named "Rosebank," was con- 
structed the clapboard house that yet stands at Renwick's Corners, on 
the road to Orono. . 
Soon after the removal thither came a time of anxiety, the period 
of :Mackenzie's uprising. William Renwick, as member of a Port Hope 
squadron o:f cavalry, was called out for service; and as every seventh 
man capable of bearing arms was being drafted, it appeared as if the 
next son, John, might have to turn out too. He and six others, how- 
ever, had their names withdrawn from the ballot by hiring a man to p;o 
instead o:f whichever of them the lot might have :fallen upon. 
Every m
n in those days, I believe. had to join the militia, and on 
one day each summer all the men of Clarke would muster for drill under 
Captain Allan 'Vilmot. Nobody seems to have known much about 
soldierin. however, and "training day" was an occasion rather of 
merrymaking than o:f service. 
Thus the years moved on, bringing increasing prosperity with ad- 
vancing age. In 1841, William Renwick was married to Catherine 
Gairdner, a Lanarkshire lass, and moved into a new house-the one 
still standing-at "Hopetown." This house-also sheeted with claV- 
boards-was not finished at the time of the nuptials, and the bridal pmr 
spent their honeymoon in a neat log cottage o:ften used by other young- 
couples :for a like purpose. This cottage was built nearer Orono then 
the "Rosebank" house, probably by !.{r. Ed. Billings, for his son. 
The year of the marriage of the youngest member o:f the family, 
Elizabeth, to the late Edmund 
IacNachtan, of Newcastle and CobourQ', 
was signalized by the introduction of a new element o:f pleasure into the 
lives of the men of the neighbourhood. Where are Scotsmen, water, 
and winter, there is curling. In 1850 
lr. John Dickson, grandfather 
of :Mr. W. B. l\IcMurrich, of Toronto, produced a pair of stones. On 
the model o:f these hardwood blocks were turned and the brooms were 
soon swinging merrily on Sabine's pond. Later, curling was also Pll- 
joyed higher up the stream across the Orono-Newcastle road on Trickey's 
pond, evidences of the existence of which may still be seen beside the 
spot where that famous scion of Vulcan is fabled with hammer and 
lathe to have made eyerything under the sun. Even after this pond 
was let away and thp smith had kindled his fire by the next road south, 
bonspiels were still hpld down at Bond Head. 
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But such were the sports of the younger generation, whose story' I 
do not mean here to record. The aged Herbert Renwick found a leRs 
arduous, if equally exciting, pleasure in long-winded and strenuous re- 
ligious discussions in-doors with "Preacher" Hill, of the third. He 
passed away in August, 1869, aged 89; his wife had died in 1851, aged 
70. , 
A. EDWIN HAMILTON. 


A NONOGENARIAN SETTLER. 


A fine example of the successful settler and of 10nQ'ivity also is !fr. 
Duncan 
faconnachie, the esteemed veteran of Bowmanville. 'As thp 
name implies, :Mr. }'faconnachie is -of Highland Scottish descent, and 
ninety-two years ago he was born in the parish of Killean, Cantyrp, 
Argyllshire, Scotland. His father, a native of the same parish, was 
:111'. Peter Maconnachie, and his mother's name was 
Iary 
lacNiven. 
The name is a variant of 
lacDhonnachaidh, or Robertson, and is one 
of the most ancient in the Scottish catalogue. The Argyllshire Macon- 
nachies appreciated their ancient . lineage, and the family reputation 
was that they did their utmost to sustain its best traditions. Peter 

laconnachie, was a large :farmer in Ayrshire, a noted breeder 
of pure stock :for those earlY days, and was successful with 
Clydesdales, cattle and sheep, finding the local markets of 
Tarbert, Campbelltown, and Lochgilphead good businses centres, 
while Greenock and Glasgow were not beyond reach of the 
more important sales and purchases. Thus prosp_erity was wooed and 
"Won, but the family, now numbering four sons and five daughters, must 
be provided for, and the news from Canada, or from ....<\.m
rica, as all the 
country beyond the Atlantic was then, as now, generally spoken of, 
promised glittering fortunes to all comers. So Duncan Maconnachie 
left the shores of Cantyre for those of Canada, and in 1835 followed in 
the wake of fellow-countrymen who had settlpd on the Georgian Bay. 
There is not much to be said of the voyage. It was like most o
 the 
other voyages at that time-a stout ship and a five to six weeks' sail; 
accommodation fair, victuals eatable, courage high, and hope trium- 
phant. Yet, looking back on that voyage, it was emblematic of much 
that has passed over the stage of life in the many years since the good 
ship buffeted the waves and sailed safely to port. But on these moods 
and memoirs this is not the place'to dilate. The mind turD:.s to them 
in old age and loves to linger over them:- 


"Time but the impression deeper makes 
As streams their channels deeper wear." 


The forms do not grow shadowy, nor the figures dim, and in his ninety- 
third yea.r Duncan 
Iacollnachie's vision of the scenes of phildhood is as 
clear as it waR fifty years agoo, and they are morp impressive now than 
1hen. There was the sacred family circle, the eidpnt, diligent father, 
thp tpndpI', thrifty mother; the Highland hospitality shared by friend 
and npighbour; the school at the clachan, the venerable minister of the 
.Auld Kirk, with echops of 
lacLeod, :McBride, and other great divines 
of those days. And the parish church! one of the oldest in the land, 

tol'ip
 with tradition, romantic as to situation and surroundings-who 
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could come under its spell in youth and forget it in old age? The 
friends of childhood dead in the body live in the memory, and the feel- 
ings are refreshed by thoughts of them and their associations. But 
there is another chapter in the veteran's life which is read and re-read 
again. In contrast to the Old Land there is the New; and who that 
has wielded the pioneer's axe' and laid the Lords of the 
Forest low, can forget tbe part he bore in rescuing a homestead from 
the wilds and reducing nature to the great subjection of man? 
So with our subject. No time in his life yielded more genuine happi- 
ness to him than when acre after acre was being added to his farm and 
the peace of a good conscience I'ested upon his arduous labours. 
At the Georgian Bay settlement 
Ir. 
Iaconllachie remained dur- 
ing 1835, and then settled in 1836 in the Township of Clarke, Durham 
County. He purchased 400 acres of land, and resided on lot 30, con- 
cession 5, naming his farm "Glenelg." That was sixty-nine years ago, 
when the country had to be opened up. The building of the dwelling-- 
house, the clearing of the land, the statute labour, the grinding of the 
wheat into :flour, the domestic duties, the marketing, etc" may be passed 
over; they were much the same as those which made up the average ex- 
perience. Duncan Maconnachie was a strong man, and strength was 
required :for the work of the day. . He was an enterprising man, and 
pioneer ingenuity and resource were necessary. Cattle had to be cared 
:for, wolves to be guarded against, roads to be constructed, and hard 
work to be endured; but it was all in the day's darg, and was encount- 
ered cheerfully and overcome successfully. He helped to open all the 
roads from Trickey's Corners to north of Orono. In 1836, when he took 
up his land, he had only one neighbour in Orono, but it was not long 
after when settlers streamed in, and a :flourishing neighbourhood was 
established. In 1837 he met with a severe affliction in the death of his 
brother Archibald, who was killed by a falling tree in the process of 
the clearing. ...\s the land was cleared, Mr. Maconnachie widened the I 
scope of his labours, and went in for the breeding .of thoroughbred 
horses, especially the Clydesdale blood, and became a leading exhibitor 
at the Fairs without a break fo.r thirty years. It is an interesting fact 
that he exhibited at the first Provincial fair held in Ontario. At these 
Expositions he was very fairly successful in winning honours. 
Twice was he marripd; first, to Christina 'Yilkinson, in 1851, with 
issue three children; second, to )Iary !lacneil, in 1861, who is still liv- 
ing, issue five p]lildren; in all five sons and three daughters. 
Duncan 
Iaconnachie, as might have been expef'ted from one 
brought up under the shadow of Kille all , is a devoted Presbyterian of 
the old school, and still holds hy the principle of the Established Church 
of Scotland as a Statp Church. He has not taken warmly to voluntary- 
ism, but his own kindly disposition and broad-mindedness have saved 
him from the narrowness of sectarianism, and he finds the better, not 
the worse, elpment in systems whose foundations he cannot personally 
accept. 
.A Scot of the old school also is he; kf'en in his appreciation of the 
Gospel, the history, the songs, and the customs of the land in which he 
was born, he has derived pleasure from them and. revivified his mind at 
their :fountain. He is the g-rand old man of Clarke - township. Long 
may his bow ahi(le in its strength. J. R. 
I. 
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DURHAM OLD BOYS' ASSOCIATION. 


HISTORICAL COMMITTEE'S .CIRCULAR. 


At a meeting of the "Durham Old Boys' Association" of Toronto, 
held on June 10th, 1901, a Committee was appointed to collect material 
relating to the history of the County of Durham, Ontario. The Com- 
mittee having met and organized, it was decided to issue a circul
r to be 
sent to persons residing in the county and elsewhere asking for inform- 
ation regarding the subject. The Committee desires information regard- 
ing all parts of the county on the points contained in the following list, 
and on any other topics which may seem interesting or important to 
those receiving this circular. The Committee will naturally appreciate 
most highly that which refers to the earliest period of the history of the 
county, but it will also he grateful for information regarding recent 
events. It desires to cover the whole history of the county down to the 
present year. 
If anyone has documentary material or portraits, ,vhich are too 
valuable or bulk3- to .be forwarded, the Committee 'would deem it a kind- 
ness to be informed where such material may be seen, If valuable 
material is entrusted to the Committee, it will be put in a pl
ce of per- 
manent safety or returned to the owner as he may desire. 
The Committee desires the co-operation of all in this important 
matter, and ventures to hope that it will find diligent correspondents 
in all parts of the county, who will assume the duty of gathering ;n- 
formation and historic
.l materiaL It would suggest that gatherings 
be held, to talk over the doings of former days, and that the oldest in- 
habitants be invited to contribute from their recollections. 


LIST OF TOPIcs. 


DOCUMENTARY :MATERIAL. 
Diaries, account books, letters, deeds, leases, records of churches, 
schools, councils, societies, lodges, etc., old handbills, copies of old 
newspapers, particularly such as are extinct; books, pamphets, etc., 
written in the county, particularly such as refer to the county; 
maps; portraits of early settlers, of important. public men, etc. 
ABORIGINES. ' 
Indian villages, tools, products, burial places, relics, etc, 
EARLIEST WHITE INHABITANTS. 
1Vhere born; when they came and'by what route; first white child- 
ren born; oldest persons now alive, etc. 
ANECDOTES. 
. Recitals of tragic, romantic, or amusi:p.g events. 
PHYSICAL FEATURES OF COUNTY. 
Streams, ponds. etc., that have dried up; depr licks; beaver mea- 
dows, etc. 
FLORA AND FAUNA. 
Floral trees, shrubs, etc., found by settlers; other wild plants, such 
as grasses, berries, flowers, etc.; wild animals (mention wild animals 
still existing); use made of the trees, etc. 
BuiLDINGS. 
First houses, barns, churches, etc.; changes in these in form, ma- 
terial, etc.; oldest buildings still standing, etc. 
FURNITURE AND CLOTHING. 

Iaterial, etc" of earliest kinds; where made, etc. 
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IMPLEMENTS. 
Tools, machines, vehicles, etù. 
PRODUCTS. 
Grains , g rass es, frul ' ts, roots, domestI ' c anImals etc . breeder t 
. , . , 5, e c. 
TRADING, 
)Ierchants, produce dealers, etc. 
INDUSTRIES. 

aw 
ills; asheries; flo
r mills; distilleries; tanneries; brickyards; 
cardIng mIlls; 1c
oms; machIne shopR: foundries; blacksmith shops; 
cheese factones, etc. 


ROADS. 


Corduroys; bridges; gravel roads; railroads, etc.; statute labour; 
"good roads" movements, etc. 
PROFESSIONAL J\lEN. 
Clergym
n; teachers; lawyers; physicians; surveyors, etc. 
CHURCHES. 
vVhen organized; dates of disappearance if extinct; lists of pas- 
tors, secretaries, etc.; endowments; revenues; stipends; burying 
grounds; forms of worship; Sunday Schools; young people's socie- 
ties; prayer meetings; revivals; soirées; choirs; music, etc. 
SCHOOLS. 
Earliest schools; organization of sections; trusteøs; teachers; 
pupils; school meetings; societies such as spelling, debating, and 
singing schools: school buildings, furniture, etc.; games of child- 
ren, etc. 
MUNICIPAL COUNCILS. 
Town meetings; organization of townships, villages, towns, etc.; 
list of officials; elections; revenues; expenditures, etc. 
POLITICS. 
Elections (including caucus, nominations, etc.); changes in ridings, 
lists of members, etc. 
:MILITIA. 
Effect of war of 1812; uprising of 1837 ;Feni
n raid of 1866: N orth- 
West rebellions of 1869-70 and 1885; training day; drill sheds; 
volunteer companies, etc. 
SOCIETIES. 
Freemasons; Orangemen; Sons of Temperance, etc.; when organ- 
ized; when defunct, if extinct; meeting' places; business; program- 
mes; public entertainments; agricultural societies (shows, plough- 
ing matches, etc.) 
AMUSEMENTS. 
Parties; "bees"; raisings; tea-meetings; pICnICS; celebrations; holi- . 
days; games; singing; music; dancing, etc. 
SERVANTS. 
HABITS OF PEOPLE. 
"\V orking; recreation; eating: drinking; use of alcohol, tobacco, 
etc.; curious customs; superstitions, etc. 
Wages; duties; relations with masters; manner _of living; length of 
engagements, etc. 
Correspondents are requested when furnishing in:formation on any of 
the :foregoing- topics, to be as precise as possible in giving names o:f persoñs 
and in reporting the time <1nd place of events, They are also requested not 
to f'onfine themsp]ves to noting the origins of institutions, industries, etc., 
but to continue their rlescriptions down to the present or to the termination 
of the matterR o:f which they treat. 
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